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PROGRAMME OUTCOMIES (PO)

PO1: Demonstrate comprehensive knowledge of journalism and media systems.
PO2: Apply ethical principles and professional standards in media practice.

PO3: Analyze media content, communication processes and public discourse.
POA4: Utilize digital technologies and multimedia tools in journalism.

PO5: Create responsible and socially relevant communication content.

COURSE OUTCOMES - IN-DEPTH REPORTING

After completing this course, students will be able to:

CO1 Explain the concepts and techniques of in-depth news reporting.

CO2 Analyze crime, social issues and public affairs through investigative reporting.
CO3 Apply journalistic methods in covering courts and legal proceedings.

CO4 Examine political and governance reporting practices.
CO5 Evaluate economic, business and development reporting in journalism.

IN DEPTH NEWS REPORTING
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Unit 1 In-Depth Reporting

Brief Overview: In-Depth Reporting is a self-learning course designed to equip individuals
with the essential skills and knowledge needed for investigative journalism and long-form
storytelling. This comprehensive study covers various aspects of investigative reporting,
including research methods, data analysis, ethical considerations, and storytelling techniques,

to enable participants to produce in-depth and impactful journalistic pieces.

Learning Objectives: Throughout the course, learners will develop proficiency in

conducting thorough research using diverse sources and methodologies, critically analyzing



information, and evaluating its credibility and relevance. They will also gain an understanding
of ethical guidelines and legal considerations in investigative reporting, along with mastering
interviewing techniques and building reliable sources. Furthermore, participants will explore
data analysis tools and storytelling methods to effectively communicate complex issues to
different audiences while upholding principles of accuracy, fairness, and transparency in their

reporting endeavors.

1.1 In-depth and Specialist News Reporting

In-depth and specialist news reporting involves delving deep into a particular topic or subject
matter to provide comprehensive and insightful coverage. Unlike general news reporting,
which often provides surface-level information, this type of reporting aims to offer readers a
thorough understanding of complex issues. It requires journalists to possess specialized
knowledge, conduct extensive research, and engage with experts in the field to deliver
accurate and nuanced reporting. For example, a journalist covering environmental issues
might delve into the intricacies of climate change policies, scientific research, and their

implications for society.

To excel in in-depth and specialist news reporting, journalists employ various techniques and
strategies. These include conducting in-depth interviews with key stakeholders, analyzing data
and statistics, investigating multiple angles of a story, and contextualizing information within
broader societal trends. Additionally, journalists often collaborate with photographers,
videographers, and graphic designers to enhance their storytelling through multimedia
elements. For instance, a journalist reporting on healthcare might incorporate infographics

illustrating the impact of a new medical breakthrough on patient outcomes.

In-depth and specialist news reporting plays a crucial role in fostering informed public
discourse and holding institutions accountable. By providing readers with detailed insights
and analysis, journalists empower them to make informed decisions and participate actively
in civic life. Furthermore, this type of reporting contributes to the advancement of knowledge
in various fields and helps address pressing societal challenges. For example, investigative
journalism uncovering corruption within government agencies can lead to reforms that

improve governance and transparency.

1.2 Developing Expertise

Developing expertise in in-depth news reporting requires a solid understanding of the



fundamentals of journalism. This includes mastering the principles of accurate and ethical
reporting, conducting thorough research, and cultivating strong storytelling skills.
Aspiring

journalists should familiarize themselves with the various formats of in-depth reporting, such
as investigative journalism, explanatory journalism, and long-form features. For example, a
journalist covering economic issues might explore the complexities of global trade

agreements or analyze the impact of fiscal policies on different sectors of society.

To excel in in-depth news reporting, journalists must become adept at conducting
comprehensive research and cultivating expertise in specific subject areas. This involves
staying updated on current events, trends, and developments within their chosen beat or field
of interest. Journalists can enhance their knowledge by reading scholarly articles, attending
conferences, and networking with experts in the field. For instance, a journalist specializing
in environmental reporting might develop expertise in climate science, environmental policy,

and conservation efforts.

Becoming an expert in in-depth news reporting requires continuous practice and refinement
of skills. Journalists should actively seek opportunities to produce in-depth stories, whether
through internships, freelance assignments, or contributions to reputable publications.
Additionally, seeking feedback from editors, mentors, and peers can help journalists identify
areas for improvement and refine their storytelling techniques. By honing their craft and
consistently delivering high-quality reporting, journalists can establish themselves as trusted

authorities in their respective fields.

1.3 Learning Techniques

Learning techniques for in-depth news reporting begins with understanding the dynamic
landscape of modern journalism. This includes familiarizing oneself with the latest tools,
technologies, and trends shaping the industry. Journalists should explore different mediums
of storytelling, such as long-form articles, podcasts, documentaries, and interactive graphics,
to effectively engage audiences with in-depth content. For example, a journalist covering
social justice issues might utilize multimedia elements like video interviews, infographics,

and immersive storytelling techniques to provide a comprehensive exploration of the topic.



Effective in-depth news reporting relies heavily on thorough research and investigation.
Journalists should develop robust research skills to gather reliable information from a variety
of sources, including government documents, academic studies, and interviews with subject
matter experts. Additionally, cultivating critical thinking and fact-checking abilities is
essential to verify the accuracy and credibility of the information gathered. For instance, a
journalist investigating healthcare disparities might analyze healthcare data, interview
healthcare professionals, and cross-reference findings with multiple sources to ensure the

integrity of their reporting.

Mastering storytelling and narrative techniques is crucial for delivering impactful in-depth
news reporting. Journalists should strive to craft compelling narratives that captivate readers
and convey the significance of the story being told. This involves structuring stories in a way
that engages readers from the beginning, maintains their interest throughout, and leaves a
lasting impression. Additionally, incorporating elements of human interest, conflict, and
resolution can help evoke emotional responses and deepen readers' understanding of complex
issues. By studying exemplary works of narrative journalism and experimenting with different
storytelling approaches, journalists can hone their craft and elevate their in-depth reporting to

new heights.

1.4 Reporting Social Issues and Making Social Work News

Reporting on social issues involves shedding light on topics that impact communities and
society at large. To effectively cover these issues in-depth, journalists must understand the
root causes, complexities, and implications of social problems. This requires thorough
research, including analyzing relevant data, consulting experts, and engaging with affected
individuals and communities. For example, a journalist reporting on homelessness might delve
into the underlying factors contributing to homelessness, such as lack of affordable housing,

mental health issues, and economic inequality.

Making social work news involves highlighting the efforts of individuals, organizations, and
initiatives that are working to address social issues and create positive change in society.
Journalists play a crucial role in amplifying the voices of social workers, activists, and
community leaders who are advocating for social justice and equality. This can involve

profiling individuals



making a difference, covering grassroots movements and campaigns, and examining the
impact of social interventions and policies. For instance, a journalist might report on a
nonprofit organization providing support services to survivors of domestic violence and the

challenges they face in securing funding and resources.

In-depth news reporting on social issues requires journalists to go beyond surface-level
coverage and provide nuanced analysis and context. This involves investigating the systemic
issues underlying social problems, exploring diverse perspectives, and examining the broader
societal implications. Journalists should aim to uncover hidden stories, expose injustices, and
inspire meaningful dialogue and action. By employing rigorous research, ethical reporting
practices, and compelling storytelling techniques, journalists can empower readers to engage
with social issues and advocate for positive change in their communities.

1.4.1 Covering Social Welfare Schemes

Reporting on social issues involves shedding light on topics that impact communities and
society at large. To effectively cover these issues in-depth, journalists must understand the
root causes, complexities, and implications of social problems. This requires thorough
research, including analyzing relevant data, consulting experts, and engaging with affected
individuals and communities. For example, a journalist reporting on homelessness might delve
into the underlying factors contributing to homelessness, such as lack of affordable housing,

mental health issues, and economic inequality.

Making social work news involves highlighting the efforts of individuals, organizations, and
initiatives that are working to address social issues and create positive change in society.
Journalists play a crucial role in amplifying the voices of social workers, activists, and
community leaders who are advocating for social justice and equality. This can involve
profiling individuals making a difference, covering grassroots movements and campaigns, and
examining the impact of social interventions and policies. For instance, a journalist might
report on a nonprofit organization providing support services to survivors of domestic

violence and the challenges they face in securing funding and resource



In-depth news reporting on social issues requires journalists to go beyond surface-level
coverage and provide nuanced analysis and context. This involves investigating the systemic
issues underlying social problems, exploring diverse perspectives, and examining the broader
societal implications. Journalists should aim to uncover hidden stories, expose injustices, and
inspire meaningful dialogue and action. By employing rigorous research, ethical reporting
practices, and compelling storytelling techniques, journalists can empower readers to engage

with social issues and advocate for positive change in their communities.

1.4.2 Child Protection Guidelines for Media

Child protection is a critical aspect of news reporting, especially when it involves minors.
The media plays a significant role in shaping public opinion and must therefore handle such
sensitive topics with utmost care. This self-learning material aims to provide guidelines for

media professionals on child protection in in-depth news reporting.

Understanding the Importance of Child Protection

Child protection in media reporting is not just about safeguarding the identity of the child but
also about ensuring the child’s dignity and rights are respected. For instance, media should
avoid sharing explicit details that could cause further harm or distress to the child. It’s also
crucial to obtain informed consent from the child or their guardian before publishing any

information or images related to them.

Guidelines for Reporting

When reporting on issues involving children, media professionals should adhere to the

following guidelines:

Anonymity: Always protect the child’s identity unless it’s in the child’s best interest to do
otherwise. This includes obscuring facial features in images and changing names in the

report.



Dignity and Respect: Ensure the child’s dignity is maintained at all times. Avoid using
language that is judgmental or stigmatizing.

Informed Consent: Always seek informed consent from the child or their guardian before
reporting. Make sure they understand how the information will be used.

Example

For example, if a media house is reporting on a case of child abuse, the report should focus on
the issue at hand and not delve into unnecessary details about the child’s life. The child’s
identity should be protected by using a pseudonym and any images should be blurred or altered
to maintain anonymity. The report should be written in a way that respects the child’s dignity
and does not stigmatize them. Lastly, the reporter should ensure that they have obtained
informed consent from the child or their guardian, explaining clearly how the information

will be used.

2.1 Understanding and Reporting on Central and State Government Development
Schemes

Understanding and reporting on India’s central and state government development is a crucial
aspect of in-depth news reporting. This self-learning material aims to provide guidelines for
media professionals on how to effectively report on the developments in the Indian

government at both central and state levels.

Understanding the Structure of Indian Government

India follows a federal structure of governance, with powers distributed between the central
government and the state governments. The central government handles nationwide issues
like defense, foreign affairs, and atomic energy, while the state governments manage local
issues like police, health, and agriculture. Understanding this division of power is key to

reporting on government development.



Guidelines for Reporting

When reporting on government development, media professionals should consider the

following guidelines:

Accuracy: Ensure all information reported is accurate and up-to-date. Cross-verify facts
from multiple reliable sources.

Context: Provide necessary context to help readers understand the significance of the
development. This could include historical background, related events, or potential impacts.
Balance: Present a balanced view by including perspectives from different stakeholders, such

as government officials, opposition parties, and the public.

Example For instance, if a media house is reporting on a new healthcare initiative launched
by a state government, the report should accurately detail the features of the initiative, provide
context by discussing the state’s healthcare scenario, and present balanced views by including
quotes or statements from government officials, opposition leaders, healthcare experts, and

beneficiaries.

3.1 Media and Non-governmental Organization (NGOs)

In-depth news reporting on the relationship between media and non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) begins with understanding the crucial role that NGOs play in
addressing social, environmental, and humanitarian issues. NGOs often work on the ground,
providing services, advocating for policy change, and raising awareness about pressing
issues. Journalists need to grasp the diversity of NGOs, ranging from small grassroots
organizations to large international NGOs, each with its own focus areas and approaches to
social change. For example, an NGO dedicated to environmental conservation may work to
protect endangered species, promote sustainable development, and advocate for climate

action.

In-depth news reporting on the collaboration between media and NGOs involves examining
how these two sectors work together to raise awareness, influence public opinion, and drive
social change. Journalists should explore the ways in which media outlets collaborate with

NGOs to



amplify their messages, provide platforms for advocacy, and facilitate public engagement.
This collaboration can take various forms, including partnerships on specific campaigns, joint
initiatives to raise funds or awareness, and sharing of resources and expertise. For instance, a
media outlet may partner with an NGO to produce investigative reports on human rights

abuses, bringing attention to overlooked issues and advocating for justice.

While collaboration between media and NGOs can be beneficial, it also presents challenges
and ethical considerations that journalists must navigate. Journalists need to maintain their
independence, integrity, and objectivity when reporting on issues involving NGOs, avoiding
conflicts of interest and undue influence. Additionally, journalists should critically evaluate
the credibility and accountability of NGOs, ensuring that their reporting accurately reflects
the perspectives of diverse stakeholders. For example, journalists may need to verify the
accuracy of information provided by NGOs and seek out alternative viewpoints to present a

balanced picture.

In-depth news reporting on media and NGO collaborations should examine the impact of
their efforts on society and hold both parties accountable for their actions. Journalists can
assess the effectiveness of joint initiatives, evaluate the reach and resonance of advocacy
campaigns, and scrutinize the allocation and utilization of resources. By holding NGOs and
media outlets accountable for their roles in shaping public discourse and influencing policy
outcomes, journalists contribute to greater transparency, accountability, and effectiveness in

addressing social challenges.

4.1 Reporting on Civic Issues

Reporting on civic issues is a fundamental aspect of in-depth news reporting. This self-
learning material aims to provide guidelines for media professionals on how to effectively
report on civic issues, which are matters of public concern such as sanitation, education,
healthcare, infrastructure, and governance. In-depth news reporting on civic issues should
also involve engaging with communities and exploring potential solutions to address pressing
challenges. Solutions journalism focuses on reporting not only on problems but also on
innovative approaches and successful initiatives that are making a positive difference.

Journalists can highlight grassroots



efforts, community-led projects, and policy innovations that have the potential to bring about
meaningful change. For example, reporting on a community-led recycling program can
inspire other communities to adopt similar initiatives and contribute to environmental

sustainability.

Understanding Civic Issues

Civic issues are problems that affect the community and require attention from local
government or public service agencies. They can range from potholes in roads, irregular
water supply, to lack of proper healthcare facilities. Understanding the nature and impact of
these issues is crucial for accurate and effective reporting. Through in-depth news reporting,
journalists can advocate for civic engagement and participation, empowering citizens to take
action on issues that affect their lives. Journalists can provide information, resources, and
platforms for citizens to voice their concerns, mobilize support, and engage in advocacy
efforts. By amplifying the voices of marginalized communities, promoting dialogue, and
fostering collaboration between stakeholders, journalists can contribute to the advancement of
democracy and social justice. For example, reporting on grassroots movements advocating
for police reform can raise awareness about systemic issues of racial injustice and pressure

policymakers to enact meaningful reforms.

Example

For instance, if a media house is reporting on a sanitation issue in a locality, the report should
detail the extent of the problem, its impact on the residents, and the response (or lack thereof)
from the responsible authorities. The report should also include quotes or statements from

residents, sanitation experts, and local government officials.

4.1.1 News and Conflict

News and conflict are often intertwined in in-depth news reporting. This self-learning

material aims to provide guidelines for media professionals on how to effectively report on

conflicts, which can range from local disputes to international wars.



Conflict reporting involves covering disputes, disagreements, or fights between groups or
individuals. It requires a deep understanding of the context, the parties involved, and the
underlying issues. It’s crucial to report on conflicts in a way that is balanced, sensitive, and

promotes understanding rather than furthering divisions.

Guidelines for Reporting

When reporting on conflicts, media professionals should consider the following guidelines:

Impartiality: Strive for impartiality by presenting all sides of the conflict. Avoid taking sides
or promoting one perspective over another.

Sensitivity: Be sensitive to the experiences and emotions of those involved in the conflict.
Avoid sensationalizing or trivializing the conflict.

Fact-checking: Verify all information before reporting to avoid spreading misinformation

that could exacerbate the conflict.

Example

For instance, if a media house is reporting on a territorial dispute between two countries, the
report should present the claims and perspectives of both countries without bias. It should be
sensitive to the potential impact of the dispute on people living in the disputed territory. All
information, including quotes from officials and reports of incidents, should be thoroughly

fact-checked.

4.1.2 Trauma Reporting

Trauma reporting involves covering events that have caused physical or emotional harm to
individuals or communities. It requires sensitivity, empathy, and a deep understanding of the
psychological impact of trauma. Reporters must balance the need to inform the public with

the need to respect the experiences and emotions of those affected by the traumatic event.

Guidelines for Reporting



When reporting on trauma, media professionals should consider the following guidelines:

Empathy: Approach those affected by trauma with empathy and respect. Understand that they
may be experiencing a range of emotions and may not be ready to share their experiences.
Informed Consent: Always seek informed consent before interviewing or photographing
those affected by trauma. Make sure they understand how their information or images will be
used.

Avoid Sensationalism: Avoid sensationalizing the traumatic event. Focus on the facts and the

broader context rather than graphic details that could distress readers or viewers.

Example For instance, if a media house is reporting on a natural disaster, the report should
focus on the facts of the event, the response from authorities, and the needs of the affected
community. Interviews with survivors should be conducted with empathy and respect, and
their informed consent should be obtained before publication. Graphic images or details that

could distress readers should be avoided.

5.1 News and Gender

In-depth news reporting on news and gender requires a deep understanding of how gender is
represented and portrayed in the media. Journalists must recognize the biases and stereotypes
that often shape news coverage, influencing the portrayal of individuals, events, and issues
based on gender. This involves analyzing the language, imagery, and framing used in news
stories to identify instances of gender bias and inequality. For example, reporting that
perpetuates stereotypes about women's roles as caregivers or men's dominance in leadership
positions can reinforce harmful gender norms and inequalities. News reporting should
incorporate gendered perspectives and recognize the intersectionality of gender with other
social identities such as race, class, sexuality, and ability. Journalists should strive to amplify
the voices and experiences of diverse individuals, including women, LGBTQ+ individuals,
and marginalized communities, whose perspectives are often overlooked in mainstream
media coverage. This requires sensitivity to the ways in which gender intersects with other

dimensions of identity and oppression. For



example, reporting on gender-based violence should acknowledge the disproportionate impact
on marginalized communities and explore the root causes of violence through an

intersectional lens.

In-depth news reporting faces challenges in achieving gender-inclusive coverage, including
unconscious biases, editorial constraints, and industry norms. However, there are also
opportunities for journalists to challenge these barriers and promote gender equality through
their reporting. By conducting rigorous research, seeking diverse sources, and interrogating
power dynamics, journalists can produce more nuanced and inclusive stories. Additionally,
journalists can leverage digital platforms and alternative media channels to amplify
underrepresented voices and challenge dominant narratives. For example, investigative
reporting on gender pay gaps or workplace discrimination can raise awareness about systemic

inequalities and prompt calls for change.

Through in-depth news reporting, journalists have the power to advocate for gender equality
and hold institutions accountable for their policies and practices. By exposing gender-based
discrimination, highlighting success stories of gender equity initiatives, and advocating for
policy reforms, journalists can contribute to a more equitable and inclusive society.
Additionally, journalists can engage with audiences and stakeholders to spark conversations
about gender norms, stereotypes, and power dynamics. By fostering dialogue and promoting
critical thinking, journalists can inspire collective action towards gender justice and social

change.

5.1.1 News Media Coverage of Gender Issues

News media coverage of gender issues is a significant aspect of in-depth news reporting. This
self-learning material aims to provide guidelines for media professionals on how to
effectively report on gender issues, particularly in the Indian context, where traditional norms

and rapid modernization often intersect.

Gender issues reporting involves covering topics related to gender equality, women’s rights,
LGBTQ+ rights, and gender-based violence, among others. In India, this could range from
reporting on issues like female foeticide, dowry, women’s safety, to transgender

rights.



Understanding the cultural, social, and legal aspects of these issues is crucial for accurate

and sensitive reporting.

Guidelines for Reporting

When reporting on gender issues, media professionals should consider the following guidelines:

Sensitivity: Approach gender issues with sensitivity and respect. Understand that these issues
are often deeply personal and can be controversial.

Balance: Present a balanced view by including perspectives from different stakeholders, such
as activists, experts, and the affected individuals or communities.

Fact-checking: Verify all information before reporting. Misinformation can perpetuate

stereotypes and cause harm.

Female Foeticide: When reporting on female foeticide, media should highlight the legal and
ethical aspects, the societal norms that contribute to this practice, and the long-term
demographic implications. They should also include voices of activists working to combat this
issue and stories of families who choose to defy these norms.

Women’s Safety: While reporting on women’s safety, media should focus on systemic issues
that contribute to the lack of safety, such as inadequate law enforcement or societal attitudes,
rather than blaming the victims. They should also highlight initiatives that improve women’s
safety and feature stories of women who have successfully fought back against violence.
Transgender Rights: When covering transgender rights, media should ensure they use the
correct pronouns and terminology. They should focus on the legal and societal challenges
faced by the transgender community in India, and also highlight positive stories of acceptance

and achievement within the community.

5.1.2 Women, Children, and Victims of Crime

Reporting on women, children, and victims of crime is a critical aspect of in-depth news
reporting. This self-learning material aims to provide guidelines for media

professionals on how to



effectively report on these sensitive topics, particularly in the Indian context, where societal

norms and legal frameworks often intersect.

Examples

Dowry-Related Violence: When reporting on dowry-related violence, media should highlight
the legal and ethical aspects, the societal norms that contribute to this practice, and the long-
term implications for the victims. They should also include voices of activists working to

combat this issue and stories of women who have overcome these challenges.

Child Trafficking: While reporting on child trafficking, media should focus on systemic
issues that contribute to this problem, such as poverty, lack of education, and inadequate law
enforcement. They should also highlight initiatives that combat child trafficking and feature

stories of children who have been rescued and rehabilitated.

Sexual Assault: When covering sexual assault, media should ensure they use sensitive
language and protect the identity of the victims. They should focus on the legal and societal

challenges faced by the victims, and also highlight positive stories of justice and recovery.

Suggested Reading

e The Investigative Reporter's Handbook" by Brant Houston and Investigative Reporters
and Editors Inc.

o '"The Elements of Journalism: What Newspeople Should Know and the Public
Should Expect" by Bill Kovach and Tom Rosenstiel.

e "Data Journalism Handbook" edited by Jonathan Gray, Liliana Bounegru, and
Lucy Chambers.

e '"Precision Journalism: A Reporter's Introduction to Social Science Methods" by
Philip Meyer.

e '"News Reporting and Writing" by Melvin Mencher.



"The Art and Craft of Feature Writing: Based on The Wall Street Journal Guide" by
William E. Blundell.

"Storycraft: The Complete Guide to Writing Narrative Nonfiction" by Jack Hart.

"The New New Journalism: Conversations with America's Best Nonfiction Writers on
Their Craft" edited by Robert S. Boynton.

"The Journalist's Guide to Media Law: A Handbook for Communicators in a Digital
World" by Mark Pearson and Mark Polden.

"Telling True Stories: A Nonfiction Writers' Guide from the Nieman Foundation at
Harvard University" edited by Mark Kramer and Wendy Call.

"The Craft of Research" by Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M.
Williams."The Journalist's Guide to Media Law: A Handbook for Communicators in a
Digital World" by Mark Pearson and Mark Polden.

"Telling True Stories: A Nonfiction Writers' Guide from the Nieman Foundation at
Harvard University" edited by Mark Kramer and Wendy Call.

"The Craft of Research" by Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M.
Williams.

"Social Issues in America: An Encyclopedia" edited by James Ciment.

"Reporting for Social Change: A Guide for Journalists and Activists" by Todd
Wolfson, Jessica R. Rizzo, and Peter L. B. Ward.

"The New Humanitarianism: Britain and Sierra Leone, 1997-2003" by Rebecca Barber.
“The Constitution of India” - Provides comprehensive details about the division of
powers between the central and state governments.

“Press Council of India Guidelines” - Offers guidelines for journalistic conduct,
including accuracy and balance in reporting.

“Rajya Sabha Debates” - Provides insights into the discussions and decisions made in
the upper house of the Parliament of India.

"The Media and NGOs: Developing Policy and Practice" by David Morrison and
Sally Young.

"NGOs and the Media: A Handbook for Strategic Collaboration" by Lee Lynch and
Simon

P. Jones.

"NGOs, Civil Society, and the Public Sphere" edited by Sabine Lang and Matthias
Koenig.



e Press Council of India Guidelines” - Offers guidelines for journalistic conduct,
including accuracy and balance in reporting.

e “Municipal Corporation Websites” - Provides information about various civic issues
and the initiatives taken by the municipal corporations.

e “Reports from NGOs working on Civic Issues” - These reports often provide in-

depth analysis of various civic issues and can be a valuable resource for reporters.

Short Answer Questions

Question CO PO K
Define in-depth reporting. CO1 POl K1
Explain specialist news reporting. CO1 POl K2
What is investigative journalism? COl1 PO4 K1
Define narrative storytelling in journalism.  CO1 | PO3 | K2
Explain reporting on social issues. CO2 PO3 | K2
Essay Questions
Question CO | PO K
Discuss the concept and significance of in-depth reporting. CO1 | POI1 | K3
Analyze research techniques used in investigative journalism. A CO1 | PO4 K4
Explain the role of journalists in reporting social issues. CO2 | PO3 | K3
Examine ethical considerations in investigative reporting. CO2  PO2 K4

Evaluate the role of in-depth reporting in democratic societies. COS5 | PO5 K5



Unit 2 Covering Crime and Punishment

Brief Overview: In-Covering Crime and Punishment is a self-learning course tailored to
individuals interested in exploring the intricacies of reporting on crime and its consequences.
This comprehensive study delves into various aspects of crime journalism, including
investigative techniques, legal frameworks, ethical considerations, and narrative storytelling.
Participants will gain insights into the challenges and responsibilities associated with

covering crime and punishment while honing their skills in research, analysis, and reporting.

Learning Objectives: Throughout the course, learners will develop proficiency in
conducting thorough research on criminal cases, understanding legal procedures, and
navigating ethical dilemmas inherent in crime reporting. They will learn to critically analyze
information, assess its reliability, and present complex narratives in a clear and engaging
manner. Additionally, participants will explore strategies for building sources, conducting
interviews with stakeholders, and maintaining accuracy and integrity in their reporting. By
the end of the course, learners will be equipped with the knowledge and skills necessary to

produce insightful and responsible journalistic pieces on crime and punishment.

2.1 Covering Crime and Punishment

Covering crime and punishment requires a solid understanding of the ethical considerations,
legal frameworks, and journalistic practices involved in reporting on criminal activities and
the justice system. Journalists must adhere to principles of accuracy, fairness, and sensitivity
when reporting on crime, respecting the rights of victims, suspects, and the accused. This
involves familiarizing oneself with legal terminology, court procedures, and the role of law
enforcement agencies in investigating and prosecuting crimes. For example, journalists
covering a high-profile criminal trial must accurately report on court proceedings while

avoiding sensationalism or bias.



In-depth crime reporting goes beyond merely recounting the details of criminal incidents; it
involves providing context, analysis, and insights into the social, economic, and
psychological factors that contribute to crime and its consequences. Journalists should explore
the root causes of crime, the effectiveness of crime prevention strategies, and the impact of
crime on victims and communities. This may involve interviewing experts in criminology,
sociology, and psychology to provide a deeper understanding of the issues at hand. For
instance, journalists reporting on a rise in cybercrime in India might investigate the factors

driving this trend, such as increasing internet penetration and gaps in cybersecurity measures.

In addition to reporting on criminal activities, journalists play a crucial role in holding
authorities accountable for ensuring justice, fairness, and accountability in the criminal justice
system. This includes investigating cases of police misconduct, judicial corruption, and human
rights violations, as well as advocating for reforms to address systemic flaws in the justice
system. For example, journalists may uncover cases of police brutality or extrajudicial killings
and bring them to public attention, sparking outrage and calls for accountability from law

enforcement agencies and policymakers.

Covering crime and punishment requires journalists to strike a delicate balance between
sensitivity to the victims and their families and the public's right to know. While it is essential
to report on criminal activities to inform the public and deter future crimes, journalists must
also consider the potential impact of their reporting on victims' privacy and well-being. This
may involve withholding certain details or identities to protect the dignity and safety of those
involved, especially in cases involving minors or vulnerable individuals. By upholding ethical
standards and exercising discretion in their reporting, journalists can fulfill their role as

watchdogs while minimizing harm to those affected by crime.

2.2 Portrayal of Crime and Police in Media

The portrayal of crime and police in media plays a significant role in shaping public

perceptions, attitudes, and beliefs about law enforcement, criminal justice, and

societal safety. Media



representations of crime and police can influence public opinion, policy debates, and public
trust in law enforcement agencies. Journalists must understand the power and responsibility
inherent in their role as storytellers, recognizing the potential impact of their portrayals on
individuals, communities, and institutions. For example, sensationalized or biased media
coverage of crime and police actions can contribute to fear, stigma, and mistrust among the

public.

In Indian media, portrayals of crime and police often reflect and reinforce societal stereotypes
and biases, including those based on gender, caste, religion, and socio-economic status.
Journalists should critically analyze media representations to identify and challenge harmful
stereotypes, ensuring that their reporting reflects the diversity and complexity of Indian
society. For instance, media coverage that disproportionately portrays certain communities or
demographics as inherently criminal or suspicious can perpetuate discrimination and

prejudice, undermining efforts to promote social cohesion and justice.

The portrayal of crime and police in media can have profound effects on public perception
and policymaking. Positive portrayals of police officers as heroic figures fighting crime can
bolster public confidence in law enforcement agencies and support for tough-on-crime
policies. Conversely, negative portrayals that highlight instances of police misconduct,
corruption, or brutality can erode trust in the police and fuel calls for reform. For example,
media coverage of high-profile cases of police violence, such as the custodial deaths of
individuals like Jayaraj and Bennix in Tamil Nadu, can spark widespread outrage and

demand for accountability and police reform.

In reporting on crime and police, journalists must adhere to ethical standards of accuracy,
fairness, and balance. They should strive to provide context, nuance, and diverse perspectives
in their coverage, avoiding sensationalism, stereotypes, and misinformation. By conducting
thorough research, verifying facts, and seeking input from a range of sources, journalists can
produce insightful and responsible reporting that informs the public and contributes to
informed discourse on issues of crime and justice. Additionally, journalists should critically

examine their own biases



and assumptions to ensure that their reporting reflects a commitment to truth, integrity, and

public service.

2.3 Role of Media in Crime Prevention

The media plays a crucial role in crime prevention by raising awareness, shaping public
perceptions, and fostering community engagement. Through various platforms such as
newspapers, television, radio, and digital media, the media can disseminate information about
crime trends, safety tips, and prevention strategies to the public. By highlighting the
consequences of criminal behavior and promoting responsible citizenship, the media can
empower individuals and communities to take proactive measures to prevent crime. For
example, media campaigns promoting neighborhood watch programs or educating the public
about the signs of human trafficking can contribute to crime prevention efforts in Indian

communities.

In the Indian context, the media plays a vital role in educating and informing the public about
crime-related issues, including the prevalence of various types of crime, the modus operandi
of criminals, and the steps individuals can take to protect themselves and their communities.
Through investigative journalism, feature stories, and public service announcements, the
media can shed light on crime hotspots, emerging threats, and effective crime prevention
strategies. For instance, media coverage highlighting the rise in cybercrime in India can
educate the public about online safety practices and the importance of securing personal

information.

The media can also serve as a platform for advocacy and community engagement in crime
prevention efforts. By amplifying the voices of crime victims, survivors, and advocacy groups,
the media can raise awareness about the impact of crime on individuals and communities and
advocate for policy changes and resource allocations to address underlying social issues. For
example, media campaigns advocating for stricter laws against gender-based violence or better
infrastructure for crime prevention can mobilize public support and pressure policymakers to

take action.



In addition to raising awareness and advocating for change, the media can facilitate dialogue
and collaboration between stakeholders involved in crime prevention, including law
enforcement agencies, government officials, community organizations, and the public.
Through investigative reporting, public forums, and interactive media platforms, the media
can foster transparency, accountability, and trust among stakeholders, leading to more
effective and sustainable crime prevention efforts. For example, media coverage of
community policing initiatives or crime reduction partnerships can showcase successful

collaborative approaches and inspire similar efforts in other communities across India.

2.4 Impact of Mass Media on Crime and Delinquency

Mass media, including television, newspapers, radio, and the internet, has a significant impact
on shaping public perceptions, attitudes, and behaviors related to crime and delinquency.
Media representations of crime can influence individuals' perceptions of the prevalence and
severity of crime in society, as well as their attitudes towards law enforcement, criminal
justice, and crime prevention measures. In the Indian context, where media consumption is
widespread across diverse demographic groups, the influence of mass media on crime and

delinquency is particularly pronounced.

Mass media often perpetuates stereotypes and sensationalizes crime stories, leading to the
reinforcement of fear and stigma associated with certain communities or demographics. In
India, media coverage of crime incidents may disproportionately focus on sensational cases or
incidents involving marginalized groups, contributing to negative stereotypes and prejudices.
For example, media portrayals of certain communities as inherently criminal or prone to
violence can reinforce discriminatory attitudes and fuel social divisions, exacerbating

tensions and mistrust within society.

The way crime is reported in the media can influence public perception and policymakers'
decisions on crime prevention and criminal justice policies. Sensationalized or biased media
coverage of crime incidents may lead to public pressure for punitive measures, such as
harsher sentencing laws or increased police presence, rather than addressing the root causes

of crime. In



India, media narratives around crime and delinquency can shape public opinion on issues
such as juvenile justice, policing strategies, and rehabilitation programs. For example, media
coverage of juvenile offenders may contribute to public perceptions of youth as inherently
dangerous or irredeemable, leading to calls for punitive measures rather than rehabilitation and

support services.

Responsible journalism and media literacy are essential in mitigating the negative impact of
mass media on crime and delinquency. Journalists have a responsibility to report accurately,
ethically, and sensitively on crime-related issues, avoiding sensationalism, stereotypes, and
misinformation. By providing balanced and nuanced coverage, journalists can help foster
informed public discourse and promote understanding of the complexities surrounding crime
and delinquency. Additionally, media literacy programs can empower individuals to critically
evaluate media messages, discern fact from fiction, and challenge harmful stereotypes and
biases perpetuated by mass media. Through responsible journalism and media literacy efforts,
the media can contribute to a more informed and engaged society, better equipped to address

the complex challenges of crime and delinquency in India.

2.5 Types of Crime Reporting

Crime reporting encompasses a variety of approaches and styles used by journalists to inform
the public about criminal activities, investigations, and legal proceedings. Different types of
crime reporting serve distinct purposes, ranging from providing breaking news updates on
crime incidents to in-depth investigative reports uncovering systemic issues within the
criminal justice system. In the Indian context, where crime rates vary widely across regions
and communities, crime reporting plays a crucial role in shaping public awareness,

perceptions, and responses to crime-related issues.

Breaking news reporting involves providing timely updates and factual information about
crime incidents as they occur. Journalists aim to deliver accurate and relevant details to the
public quickly, often relying on official sources such as police reports, eyewitness accounts,
and press releases. In India, breaking news reporting on crime incidents may include coverage
of events such as robberies, assaults, accidents, and arrests. For example, when a high-profile

crime occurs, such



as a bank robbery or a terrorist attack, media outlets quickly mobilize to report on the

incident, providing real-time updates to keep the public informed.

Investigative journalism involves in-depth research, analysis, and reporting on complex
crime-related issues, often uncovering hidden truths, exposing corruption, and holding
powerful individuals or institutions accountable. In India, investigative journalists may delve
into a wide range of topics, including political corruption, organized crime, human rights
violations, and corporate malfeasance. For example, investigative reporting by Indian
journalists has uncovered cases of police brutality, judicial corruption, and government

misconduct, leading to public outrage and calls for reform.

Feature reporting on crime delves deeper into specific crime-related topics or human-
interest stories, providing context, analysis, and personal narratives to engage readers and
evoke empathy. Features may explore themes such as the experiences of crime victims and
their families, the impact of crime on communities, or innovative approaches to crime
prevention and rehabilitation. In India, feature reporting on crime may highlight issues such
as gender-based violence, caste-based discrimination, or the challenges faced by marginalized
communities in accessing justice. For example, feature stories may profile individuals
working to address social inequalities or highlight successful community-based initiatives
aimed at reducing crime and promoting safety. Crime reporting is a crucial aspect of
journalism and can be categorized into several types based on the nature of the crime and the

depth of the reporting. Here are some common types:

Beat Reporting: This is the most common type of crime reporting where journalists cover
crime incidents in their assigned areas or ‘beats’. They often develop relationships with local
law enforcement and community members to get information about crimes.

Investigative Reporting: This involves in-depth investigation into a particular crime or
criminal issue. Journalists may spend weeks, months, or even years gathering information,
interviewing sources, and piecing together the story.

Data-Driven Reporting: This type of reporting uses crime data and statistics to identify
trends and patterns. Journalists analyze data from various sources like police records, court

documents, and government reports to provide a broader perspective on crime.



Victim-Centric Reporting: This focuses on the victims of crime. The aim is to tell their stories
with sensitivity and empathy, while respecting their privacy and trauma.

Solution-Oriented Reporting: Also known as constructive journalism, this type of reporting
not only covers the crime but also potential solutions. It aims to present a balanced view of
crime by highlighting efforts to combat crime and prevent future incidents.

Legal/Court Reporting: This involves covering crime from a legal perspective, including
court proceedings, legal debates, and judgements. Journalists need a good understanding of

the legal system to accurately report on these issues.

2.6 Moral Panic Vs Political Correctness: The Debate

The debate between moral panic and political correctness is a significant aspect of
contemporary discourse, particularly in diverse societies like India. This self-learning
material aims to provide an understanding of these concepts and their interplay in the Indian

context.

Moral panic refers to widespread fear or concern over an issue that is perceived to threaten
the moral standards of society. On the other hand, political correctness is the avoidance of
language or actions that could offend or marginalize certain groups in society. While moral
panic often arises from perceived threats to societal norms, political correctness seeks to

promote inclusivity and respect for all groups.

The debate between moral panic and political correctness often centers around the question of
freedom of speech versus respect for diversity. Critics of political correctness argue that it
restricts freedom of speech and stifles debate, while proponents argue that it promotes respect
and prevents harm to marginalized groups. Conversely, moral panic is often criticized for
exaggerating threats and fostering division, but proponents argue that it highlights important

societal issues.

Examples in Indian Perspective

Censorship in Films: The Indian film industry often faces moral panic over content that is

perceived to threaten cultural or religious norms, leading to calls for censorship. However,

critics



argue that this infringes on creative freedom and call for more political correctness in

understanding diverse perspectives.

LGBTQ+ Rights: The decriminalization of homosexuality in India led to moral panic among
certain sections of society who saw it as a threat to traditional values. However, proponents of
political correctness view it as a necessary step towards recognizing and respecting the rights

of the LGBTQ+ community.

Language Use: The use of certain terms or phrases can cause moral panic if they are seen as
disrespectful to cultural or religious sentiments. However, advocates of political correctness
argue for the need to update language to be more inclusive and respectful of all groups.

2.7 Fear of Crime and Desensitization of People

The concepts of ‘Fear of Crime’ and ‘Desensitization of People’ are significant in
understanding societal reactions to crime. This self-learning material aims to provide an

understanding of these phenomena, particularly in the Indian context.

‘Fear of Crime’ refers to the emotional response of individuals or communities to the
perceived threat of crime. It can influence behavior and attitudes, often leading to changes in
lifestyle or views about the criminal justice system. ‘Desensitization’, on the other hand, occurs
when repeated exposure to crime, often through media, reduces emotional responsiveness or
concern over time. The interplay between fear of crime and desensitization can be complex.
High levels of fear can lead to changes in behavior, such as avoiding certain areas or
activities. However, constant exposure to crime, particularly through media, can lead to
desensitization, where individuals become less affected by crime news or even indifferent. This

can have implications for how society responds to crime and how policies are shaped.



in Indian Perspective

Fear of Crime - Women’s Safety: In India, fear of crime significantly affects women’s
mobility and freedom. For instance, concerns about safety can restrict women’s access to

education or employment opportunities, particularly in areas with high crime rates.

Desensitization - Media Coverage of Crime: The Indian media often extensively covers crime
stories. Over time, this can lead to desensitization, where people become less shocked by
crime news. This can be problematic as it may reduce public pressure for effective crime

prevention and justice.

Interplay of Fear and Desensitization - Public Protests: Instances like the 2012 Delhi gang-
rape case highlight the interplay of fear and desensitization. The brutal crime sparked fear
across the nation, but it also broke through the desensitization, leading to widespread public

protests and eventually changes in laws related to sexual assault.

2.8 Media and Spread of Rumors

Social media platforms have become fertile ground for the spread of rumors and false
information due to their instantaneous and wide-reaching nature. In India, platforms like
WhatsApp, Facebook, and Twitter are commonly used to share news and information, often
without verifying the accuracy or credibility of the content. Viral rumors on social media
have led to incidents of mob violence, communal tension, and vigilantism in various parts of
the country. For example, false rumors about child kidnappers circulated on WhatsApp have
resulted in the lynching of innocent individuals in several states, highlighting the dangerous

consequences of unchecked misinformation.

Irresponsible reporting by certain media outlets can also contribute to the spread of rumors
and sensationalism. In pursuit of higher viewership or readership, some media organizations
may prioritize sensational headlines and clickbait content over accuracy and verification. This
can lead to the amplification of rumors and unsubstantiated claims, further fueling public panic

and anxiety.



For instance, during times of crisis or conflict, sensationalist reporting by certain news
channels or websites may exacerbate tensions and contribute to misinformation spreading

among the public.

Combating Rumors Through Media Literacy and Responsible Reporting

Addressing the spread of rumors requires a multi-pronged approach that includes media
literacy education, responsible journalism practices, and community engagement. Media
literacy programs can empower individuals to critically evaluate information sources, discern
fact from fiction, and identify techniques used to manipulate public opinion. Additionally,
media organizations must prioritize accuracy, transparency, and ethical reporting standards to
combat the spread of rumors and misinformation. By fact-checking information before
dissemination, providing context and verification, and promoting responsible sharing
practices, media outlets can play a crucial role in fostering a more informed and resilient

society in India.

The media, both traditional and social, play a significant role in the spread of information in
our society. However, this power can sometimes lead to the dissemination of rumors, which
are unverified pieces of information that are spread from person to person without any
confirmable evidence. In India, with its diverse population and high social media usage, the

spread of rumors can have serious implications.

Example 1: Social Media and Communal Tensions One of the most potent examples of this is
the role of social media in fanning communal tensions. For instance, in 2013, a doctored
video circulated on social media led to the Muzaffarnagar riots in Uttar Pradesh, causing
widespread violence and displacement of people. The video was later found to be misleading,

but the damage had already been done.

Example 2: Health Misinformation Health-related rumors are another area of concern. During
the COVID-19 pandemic, numerous rumors about the virus and its treatment circulated on
platforms like WhatsApp. These included false claims about home remedies and prevention
methods, creating confusion and panic among the public. The government had to step in to

debunk these rumors and provide accurate information.



Example 3: Financial Rumors Financial rumors, often spread through media, can impact the
economy as well. In 2012, rumors about the stability of certain banks led to a run on these
banks in some parts of India. The Reserve Bank of India had to intervene to assure depositors

about the safety of their money.

2.9 Contemporary Forms of Crimes

Contemporary forms of crimes are those that have emerged or evolved with the advent of
modern technology and societal changes. In India, these crimes pose unique challenges to law
enforcement due to the country’s vast population, digital divide, and socio-economic

disparities.

Example 1: Cybercrime Cybercrime is a significant contemporary crime in India. With the
increasing internet penetration, crimes such as online fraud, identity theft, and cyberstalking
have become common. For instance, the “Jamtara phishing scams” have gained notoriety
where fraudsters trick people into revealing their bank details over phone calls, leading to

financial losses.

Example 2: Environmental Crime Environmental crimes, such as illegal wildlife trade,
deforestation, and pollution, are increasingly prevalent. The illegal sand mining in various
Indian states is an example of this. It not only leads to environmental degradation but also fuels

corruption and organized crime.

Example 3: Human Trafficking Despite stringent laws, human trafficking remains a grave
issue in India. It takes many forms, including forced labor, sexual exploitation, and child
trafficking. The infamous case of the 2018 shelter home sexual abuse case in Bihar is a stark

reminder of this heinous crime.

contemporary forms of crimes in India are multifaceted and complex, often intertwined with
technology and societal issues. Understanding these crimes is crucial for effective prevention
strategies and legal responses. Public awareness and education, along with robust law

enforcement, are key to tackling these contemporary crimes.



2.10 Role of Criminal Justice and Law Enforcement

The criminal justice system plays a crucial role in maintaining law and order, ensuring public
safety, and upholding the rule of law in society. In India, the criminal justice system
comprises various institutions, including law enforcement agencies, the judiciary, and
correctional facilities, each with distinct roles and responsibilities. Law enforcement
agencies, such as the police, are tasked with investigating crimes, apprehending suspects, and
maintaining public order, while the judiciary adjudicates criminal cases and administers

justice, and correctional facilities rehabilitate and reintegrate offenders into society.

Law enforcement in India is primarily the responsibility of state police forces, with each state
having its own police department headed by a Director General of Police (DGP).
Additionally, several central law enforcement agencies, such as the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) and the National Investigation Agency (NIA), have jurisdiction over
specific types of crimes, including corruption, terrorism, and organized crime. Law
enforcement agencies in India face various challenges, including resource constraints,
corruption, and political interference, which can impact their effectiveness in combating
crime. However, law enforcement agencies also play a crucial role in crime prevention
through community policing initiatives, intelligence gathering, and proactive law

enforcement measures.

The criminal justice system in India operates on the principles of due process and fair trial,
with the Constitution guaranteeing certain rights to individuals accused of crimes, such as the
right to legal representation and the presumption of innocence until proven guilty. The
judiciary, consisting of the Supreme Court, High Courts, and subordinate courts, is
responsible for interpreting laws, adjudicating criminal cases, and ensuring justice is
administered fairly and impartially. However, the Indian judiciary faces challenges such as
case backlog, delays in trial proceedings, and access to justice for marginalized communities.
Despite these challenges, the judiciary plays a crucial role in upholding the rule of law and

safeguarding the rights of citizens.



Several examples illustrate the role of law enforcement and the criminal justice system in
India. For instance, the successful investigation and prosecution of high-profile cases, such as
the Mumbeai terrorist attacks of 2008 or the Nirbhaya gang rape case of 2012, demonstrate the
capacity of law enforcement agencies and the judiciary to respond to serious crimes and
deliver justice. Additionally, community policing initiatives implemented by some state police
forces, such as the Kerala Police's Janamaithri Suraksha Project, have helped build trust and
cooperation between the police and the community, leading to improved crime prevention
and public safety outcomes. Furthermore, efforts to reform and modernize the criminal justice
system, such as the introduction of alternative dispute resolution mechanisms and the use of
technology in court proceedings, reflect ongoing efforts to improve access to justice and

ensure fair and efficient administration of justice in India.

Suggested Readings:

e "Crime and Punishment" by Fyodor Dostoevsky - A classic novel exploring the
psychological dimensions of crime and guilt.

e "The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness" by Michelle
Alexander - Offers insights into the racial dimensions of crime and punishment in the
United States.

e '"Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison" by Michel Foucault - Examines the
historical development of systems of punishment and surveillance.

e "Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption" by Bryan Stevenson - Chronicles
the experiences of a lawyer fighting for justice in the American criminal justice
system.

e "Punishment and Inequality in America" by Bruce Western - Explores the social
inequalities perpetuated by punitive approaches to crime.

e "Gulag: A History" by Anne Applebaum - Provides a comprehensive history of the
Soviet forced labor camp system and its impact on society.

e "Evil: Inside Human Violence and Cruelty" by Roy F. Baumeister - Investigates the

psychological underpinnings of criminal behavior and societal responses to it.



e "The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn Evil" by Philip Zimbardo
- Explores the psychology of obedience and the potential for ordinary people to
commit heinous acts.

e "Crime and Punishment in American History" by Lawrence M. Friedman - Offers a
historical perspective on the evolution of crime and punishment in the United States.

e "The Punishment Imperative: The Rise and Failure of Mass Incarceration in America"
by Todd R. Clear and Natasha A. Frost - Analyzes the consequences of mass

incarceration and advocates for alternatives to punitive approaches to crime.

Short Answer Questions

Question CO | PO K
Define crime reporting. CO2 POl KI1
Explain victim-centric reporting. CO2 PO2 K2
What is investigative crime reporting? CO2 | PO4 | K2
Define crime beat reporting. CO2 POl KI1
Explain media portrayal of crime. CO2  PO3 | K2
Essay Questions
Question CO PO K
Discuss ethical issues in crime reporting. CO2 | PO2 | K3
Analyze the role of media in crime prevention. CO2 | PO3 | K4
Explain the impact of mass media on crime perception. CO2 | PO3 K3

Evaluate the challenges in reporting crime in modern media. | CO2 | PO4 K5
Develop strategies for responsible crime reporting. CO5 | PO5 | K6



Unit 3 Covering Courts

Brief Overview: In-Covering Reports is a self-learning course designed to provide
individuals with the foundational knowledge and practical skills needed for effective
reporting on various topics. This comprehensive study explores the principles and practices of
journalism, including research methodologies, interview techniques, news writing, and ethical
considerations. Participants will learn how to gather information, analyze data, and present
findings in clear and concise reports, while upholding the highest standards of journalistic

integrity.

Learning Objectives: Throughout the course, learners will develop proficiency in
conducting thorough research, identifying newsworthy topics, and crafting compelling
narratives. They will gain insights into the ethical considerations of reporting, including
accuracy, fairness, and accountability. Participants will also learn how to cultivate sources,
conduct interviews, and verify information to ensure the credibility of their reports. By the
end of the course, learners will be equipped with the skills necessary to produce high-quality
reports on a wide range of subjects, contributing to informed public discourse and societal

understanding.

3.1 Covering Courts

Covering courts involves reporting on legal proceedings, judgments, and issues related to the
administration of justice. Court reporters play a vital role in providing accurate, timely, and
impartial coverage of court cases, ensuring transparency and accountability in the judicial
process. In India, court reporting requires a deep understanding of legal terminology, court
procedures, and the principles of fair and unbiased journalism. Court reporters must navigate
complex legal proceedings, adhere to ethical standards, and uphold the right to a fair trial while

keeping the public informed about significant legal developments.



Court reporting in India encompasses various types of coverage, including live reporting from
courtrooms, summary reporting of proceedings, and analysis of legal issues and judgments.
Live reporting involves journalists attending court hearings and providing real-time updates
on the proceedings, including key arguments, witness testimonies, and judicial rulings.
Summary reporting involves providing concise summaries of court cases, focusing on the
most relevant details and implications for the public. Additionally, journalists may analyze
legal issues and judgments, providing context, interpretation, and expert commentary to help

readers understand the significance of legal developments.

Court reporting in India presents several challenges, including access restrictions, legal
complexities, and ethical dilemmas. Journalists may face limitations on their ability to report
from courtrooms due to space constraints, security concerns, or restrictions imposed by
judges. Additionally, legal proceedings can be highly technical and complex, requiring
journalists to translate legal jargon into accessible language for their audiences. Moreover,
court reporters must navigate ethical dilemmas, such as balancing the right to a fair trial with
the public's right to know, avoiding defamation and contempt of court, and protecting the

privacy of individuals involved in legal proceedings.

Several examples highlight the importance and impact of court reporting in India. For
instance, coverage of landmark court cases, such as the Ayodhya land dispute case or the
Supreme Court's judgments on LGBTQ+ rights and privacy, has informed public debate,
influenced policy decisions, and shaped societal attitudes towards key legal issues.
Additionally, investigative reporting on miscarriages of justice, such as wrongful convictions
or judicial corruption, has exposed flaws in the legal system and spurred calls for reform.
Furthermore, feature reporting on human interest stories emerging from court proceedings,
such as stories of justice delayed or denied, highlights the human impact of legal decisions

and underscores the importance of a fair and accessible justice system.



3.2 Contempt of Court

Contempt of court refers to any action that undermines or obstructs the authority, dignity, or
integrity of the court or its officers, thereby impeding the administration of justice. Contempt
can take various forms, including disobedience of court orders, disrespect towards judges or
court personnel, interference with judicial proceedings, or publication of material that
scandalizes or prejudices the judiciary. In India, contempt of court is governed by the
Contempt of Courts Act, 1971, which outlines the powers of courts to punish contemptuous

behavior and safeguard their independence and effectiveness in upholding the rule of law.

Contempt of court can be classified into two main types: civil contempt and criminal
contempt. Civil contempt occurs when an individual fails to comply with a court order, such
as refusing to testify as a witness or failing to pay a court-ordered fine. Criminal contempt, on
the other hand, involves behavior that undermines the authority or dignity of the court, such as
making derogatory remarks about judges or obstructing court proceedings. In India, the
Supreme Court and High Courts have the authority to initiate contempt proceedings and
impose penalties, including fines, imprisonment, or both, to uphold the dignity and authority

of the judiciary.

Examples of Contempt Cases in India

Several high-profile cases in India have involved allegations of contempt of court, highlighting
the importance of upholding respect for the judiciary and ensuring the integrity of legal
proceedings. One notable example is the case of Advocate Prashant Bhushan, who was found
guilty of criminal contempt by the Supreme Court for his tweets criticizing the judiciary.
Another example is the case of Arundhati Roy, a prominent writer and activist, who faced
contempt charges for an article criticizing a court ruling on the Narmada dam project.
Additionally, the case of Dushyant Dave, a senior advocate, who was issued a contempt
notice for his remarks during a virtual court hearing, underscores the need for caution and

restraint when commenting on judicial matters.

Contempt of court laws in India must strike a delicate balance between safeguarding the
independence and integrity of the judiciary and upholding the fundamental right to freedom
of expression. While it is essential to respect the authority of the courts and ensure

the fair



administration of justice, individuals must also have the right to criticize judicial decisions
and express dissent without fear of retribution. Courts must exercise caution and restraint in
initiating contempt proceedings, ensuring that they are used judiciously and proportionately
to address genuine instances of contemptuous behavior while safeguarding democratic values

and the rule of law.

3.3 Basics of Legal Research for Journalists

Legal research is a critical skill for journalists covering legal issues, court cases, and
legislative developments. By understanding the legal framework surrounding a story,
journalists can provide accurate, informed, and insightful reporting that educates and
empowers the public. Legal research enables journalists to interpret laws, regulations, and
court rulings, analyze their implications, and contextualize complex legal issues for their
audience. In India, where the legal system is complex and diverse, journalists must possess a
foundational understanding of legal research methods to navigate the intricacies of legal

reporting effectively.

Journalists can access a variety of sources for legal information, including statutes, case law,
legal opinions, and government documents. Statutes, such as acts of Parliament and state
legislatures, outline the laws and regulations governing different aspects of society, ranging
from criminal offenses to environmental regulations. Case law consists of judicial decisions
and precedents established by courts, which interpret and apply statutory law to specific
cases. Legal opinions, such as those issued by legal experts, scholars, and advocacy groups,
provide analysis and commentary on legal issues. Government documents, including official
reports, white papers, and legislative records, offer valuable insights into the legislative

process and government policies.

Effective legal research requires journalists to employ systematic research methods and
techniques to gather, analyze, and synthesize legal information. This may involve using online
legal databases, library resources, and archival materials to locate relevant statutes, case law,
and secondary sources. Journalists should critically evaluate the credibility, reliability, and
relevance of legal sources, cross-referencing multiple sources to verify information

and ensure accuracy.



Additionally, journalists should consult legal experts, practitioners, and scholars to gain
insights and perspectives on complex legal issues and clarify any ambiguities or

uncertainties.

Several examples illustrate the application of legal research in journalism within the Indian
context. For instance, investigative journalists may conduct legal research to uncover cases of
corruption, malfeasance, or human rights violations, analyzing relevant laws, court rulings,
and government documents to expose wrongdoing and hold individuals or institutions
accountable. Legal reporters covering court cases and legal proceedings may use legal
research to understand the legal arguments, precedents, and implications of a case, providing
comprehensive coverage that informs the public about the intricacies of the legal system.
Additionally, journalists reporting on legislative developments and policy debates may
conduct legal research to analyze proposed laws, assess their impact on society, and
contextualize them within the broader legal framework, facilitating informed public discourse

and debate.

3.4 Understanding the Indian Judicial System

The Indian judicial system is a complex and hierarchical structure responsible for interpreting
laws, adjudicating disputes, and upholding justice in the country. It is comprised of multiple
layers, including the Supreme Court of India at the apex, High Courts at the state level, and
subordinate courts at the district and lower levels. The judiciary operates independently of the
executive and legislative branches of government, ensuring the separation of powers and
safeguarding the rule of law. Understanding the structure, functions, and powers of the Indian
judicial system is essential for citizens, legal professionals, and journalists alike to navigate

the legal landscape effectively.

The Supreme Court of India is the highest judicial authority in the country, vested with the
power to interpret the Constitution, review laws, and hear appeals from lower courts. It consists
of a Chief Justice and a maximum of 34 other judges appointed by the President of India. The
Supreme Court has both original and appellate jurisdiction, allowing it to hear cases involving
constitutional matters, civil disputes, criminal appeals, and public interest litigation.
Additionally, the Supreme Court plays a crucial role in safeguarding fundamental rights and

ensuring the rule of law is upheld



across the nation. For example, landmark judgments such as Kesavananda Bharati v. State of
Kerala and Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India have shaped constitutional interpretation and

expanded the scope of individual liberties in India.

Each state in India has its own High Court, which serves as the highest judicial authority
within the state's jurisdiction. High Courts are responsible for adjudicating civil and criminal
cases, hearing appeals from subordinate courts, and supervising lower court proceedings
within their territorial jurisdiction. Additionally, High Courts have the power to issue writs,
such as habeas corpus, mandamus, certiorari, prohibition, and quo warranto, to protect
fundamental rights and ensure administrative fairness. For example, High Courts have played
a pivotal role in safeguarding environmental protection, public health, and civil liberties
through landmark judgments such as MC Mehta v. Union of India and Olga Tellis v. Bombay

Municipal Corporation.

Below the High Courts are subordinate courts, including District Courts, Sessions Courts, and
Magistrate Courts, which handle civil and criminal cases at the district and lower levels.
District Courts have original jurisdiction over civil cases involving monetary claims exceeding
a specified threshold and criminal cases punishable by imprisonment exceeding a certain
term. Sessions Courts adjudicate serious criminal offenses, including murder, rape, and
robbery, while Magistrate Courts handle minor criminal offenses and conduct preliminary
inquiries. Subordinate courts play a crucial role in delivering justice at the grassroots level,
addressing the legal needs of citizens and resolving disputes in a timely and accessible

manner.

Legal professionals, including judges, lawyers, and law enforcement officials, as well as
journalists, play vital roles in upholding the integrity and effectiveness of the Indian judicial
system. Judges are responsible for impartially interpreting and applying the law, ensuring fair
trials, and safeguarding constitutional rights. Lawyers advocate for their clients' interests,
provide legal counsel, and ensure due process is followed in court proceedings. Law
enforcement officials, such as police officers and investigators, gather evidence, enforce court

orders, and uphold the rule



of law. Journalists, meanwhile, play a crucial role in informing the public about legal
developments, court cases, and judicial rulings, fostering transparency, accountability, and
public trust in the judicial system. Through accurate, responsible reporting, journalists
contribute to a more informed and engaged citizenry, promoting the principles of justice,

fairness, and the rule of law in Indian society.

3.4.1 Criminal Court

Criminal courts are an integral part of the judicial system responsible for adjudicating
criminal cases and administering justice in accordance with the law. In India, criminal courts
operate at various levels, ranging from the District Courts at the grassroots level to the High
Courts and the Supreme Court at the apex. Criminal courts play a crucial role in upholding
the rule of law, protecting individual rights, and ensuring that perpetrators of crimes are held
accountable for their actions. Understanding the structure, functions, and procedures of
criminal courts is essential for legal professionals, law enforcement officials, and citizens to

navigate the criminal justice system effectively.

District Courts are the primary trial courts in India responsible for adjudicating both civil and
criminal cases within their territorial jurisdiction. In criminal matters, District Courts hear
cases involving offenses punishable by imprisonment for up to seven years, as well as cases
involving monetary claims below a specified threshold. District Courts conduct trials,
examine evidence, hear witness testimonies, and deliver judgments based on the facts and
applicable laws. For example, District Courts handle a wide range of criminal cases, including
theft, assault, fraud, and drug offenses, serving as the first line of defense against criminal

behavior in local communities.

Sessions Courts are a higher tier of criminal courts that primarily deal with serious criminal
offenses, including murder, rape, robbery, and kidnapping. Sessions Courts have original
jurisdiction over such cases and conduct trials with the assistance of a public prosecutor and
defense counsel. Sessions Courts also have the authority to hear appeals from Magistrate
Courts and deliver judgments based on the evidence presented during the trial. For

instance, Sessions



Courts play a critical role in ensuring that perpetrators of heinous crimes are prosecuted

effectively and receive appropriate punishment in accordance with the law.

High Courts, situated at the state level, serve as appellate courts for criminal cases decided by
subordinate courts within their jurisdiction. High Courts have the power to review lower
court judgments, hear appeals from convicted individuals or aggrieved parties, and ensure
that legal procedures have been followed correctly. Additionally, High Courts exercise
supervisory jurisdiction over lower courts, providing guidance and direction on legal issues
and ensuring consistency in judicial decisions. High Courts also have the authority to issue
writs to protect fundamental rights and remedy miscarriages of justice. For example, High
Courts have intervened to safeguard the rights of individuals detained without lawful

authority or to address procedural irregularities in criminal proceedings.

The Supreme Court of India, as the highest judicial authority in the country, has the power to
hear appeals from High Court judgments in criminal cases involving substantial questions of
law or matters of public importance. The Supreme Court ensures uniformity in the
interpretation and application of law across the country, resolves legal disputes of national
significance, and safeguards fundamental rights enshrined in the Constitution. Additionally,
the Supreme Court has the authority to issue writs, such as habeas corpus, mandamus,
certiorari, prohibition, and quo warranto, to protect individual liberties and ensure justice is
administered fairly. For example, the Supreme Court has played a pivotal role in interpreting
and expanding the scope of fundamental rights, including the right to a fair trial, the right to
privacy, and the right to access justice, through landmark judgments that have had far-

reaching implications for criminal law and procedure in India.

3.5 Provisions of The Indian Penal Code and Criminal Code

The Indian Penal Code (IPC) is a comprehensive legal code that defines various criminal
offenses and prescribes punishments for those offenses in India. Enacted in 1860 during
British colonial rule, the IPC continues to serve as the primary criminal law framework in the
country, with amendments and updates made periodically to reflect changing societal norms

and legal principles.



The IPC covers a wide range of offenses, including crimes against persons (such as murder,
assault, and rape), property offenses (such as theft, robbery, and fraud), and offenses against the
state (such as sedition and treason). Understanding the provisions of the IPC and the Criminal
Code is essential for legal professionals, law enforcement officials, and citizens to ensure

compliance with the law and protect individual rights.

The IPC contains provisions that define and penalize various offenses against persons,
including homicide, assault, and sexual offenses. For example, Section 302 of the IPC defines
murder as the intentional killing of another person, with the offender liable to be punished
with death or imprisonment for life. Section 324 deals with the offense of voluntarily causing
hurt, prescribing punishment for causing grievous hurt to another person. Additionally,
Sections 375 and 376 define and penalize offenses related to sexual assault and rape,
providing legal protections for victims and ensuring accountability for perpetrators of sexual

violence.

Property offenses are addressed under the IPC, with provisions dealing with theft, robbery,
extortion, and fraud, among others. For instance, Section 378 defines theft as the dishonest
appropriation of property belonging to another person, punishable with imprisonment or fine
or both. Section 392 deals with the offense of robbery, prescribing punishment for
committing theft with the use of force or violence. Moreover, Section 420 defines the offense
of cheating and dishonestly inducing delivery of property, imposing penalties for deceiving

someone with the intent to gain financially or cause harm.

The IPC also includes provisions that address offenses against the state, such as sedition,
treason, and unlawful assembly. Section 124A defines sedition as acts or speech intended to
incite disaffection against the government, punishable with imprisonment. Section 121 deals
with the offense of waging war against the government, prescribing severe penalties for acts of
treason and rebellion. Additionally, Section 144 empowers authorities to issue orders
prohibiting the assembly of individuals in certain areas to prevent public disturbances and

maintain law and order.

The IPC and the Criminal Code play a vital role in maintaining law and order, protecting
individual rights, and ensuring accountability in Indian society. These legal

frameworks provide a



comprehensive set of rules and procedures for defining criminal offenses, investigating
crimes, prosecuting offenders, and administering justice. By establishing clear standards of
conduct and prescribing penalties for violations, the IPC and the Criminal Code serve as
essential tools for maintaining a just and orderly society, upholding the rule of law, and

safeguarding the rights and liberties of all citizens.

3.6 The Criminal Procedure Code

The Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) is a procedural law that governs the investigation, trial,
and adjudication of criminal cases in India. Enacted in 1973, the CrPC provides a
comprehensive framework for the administration of criminal justice, outlining the procedures
to be followed by law enforcement agencies, courts, and other stakeholders involved in the
criminal justice system. The CrPC ensures procedural fairness, protects the rights of accused
persons, and facilitates the efficient and effective resolution of criminal cases. Understanding
the provisions of the CrPC is essential for legal professionals, law enforcement officials, and
citizens to ensure compliance with procedural requirements and uphold the principles of

justice and fairness.

The CrPC sets out detailed procedures for the investigation of criminal offenses by law
enforcement agencies, including the police. For example, Section 154 of the CrPC requires
the police to register a First Information Report (FIR) upon receiving information about the
commission of a cognizable offense, initiating the investigation process. Section 161
empowers investigating officers to examine witnesses during the course of an investigation,
recording their statements as part of the evidentiary record. Additionally, Section 173
mandates that upon completion of the investigation, the police must submit a charge sheet to

the competent court, detailing the findings of the investigation and the evidence gathered.

The CrPC outlines procedures to be followed during the trial of criminal cases before the
courts. For instance, Section 207 requires the Magistrate to supply copies of documents and
statements recorded during the investigation to the accused, ensuring transparency and access
to evidence. Section 313 provides the accused an opportunity to explain any incriminating

evidence against



them and present their defense before the court. Furthermore, Section 313 mandates that the
court must record the substance of the examination and give the accused an opportunity to
cross-examine witnesses, ensuring a fair trial and adherence to the principles of natural

justice.

The CrPC also addresses procedures related to sentencing and the imposition of penalties
upon conviction. For example, Section 235 provides for the hearing of arguments on the
question of sentencing after the accused is found guilty, allowing the prosecution and defense
to present their submissions on the appropriate punishment. Section 235(2) requires the court
to take into consideration factors such as the nature and gravity of the offense, the
circumstances of the case, and the character of the offender in determining the sentence.
Additionally, Section 360 provides for the suspension of sentences for first-time offenders
and the imposition of probation orders, emphasizing rehabilitation and reformation over

punitive measures in appropriate cases.

The CrPC plays a crucial role in ensuring the fair and efficient administration of criminal
justice in India. By providing clear and detailed procedures for the investigation, trial, and
sentencing of criminal cases, the CrPC safeguards the rights of accused persons, protects the
interests of victims, and upholds the rule of law. Moreover, the CrPC serves as a guide for law
enforcement agencies, courts, and other stakeholders involved in the criminal justice system,
promoting consistency, transparency, and accountability in legal proceedings. Through its
procedural safeguards and mechanisms, the CrPC contributes to the integrity and credibility
of the Indian criminal justice system, fostering public trust and confidence in the

administration of justice.

3.7 Law of Evidence

The Law of Evidence governs the use of testimony (oral or written), exhibits, or other
demonstrative evidence in court proceedings. The Indian Evidence Act, 1872, is a
comprehensive legislation that provides a framework for the presentation of evidence in

courts in India.



Principles of the Law of Evidence The Law of Evidence operates on certain key principles.
The hearsay rule, for instance, generally excludes statements made by a person who is not
testifying in the court from being used as evidence. However, there are several exceptions to
this rule. The best evidence rule requires that, where a document is to be used as evidence, the

original document is to be produced.

Example 1: Documentary Evidence In the case of State (NCT of Delhi) vs Navjot Sandhu,
the Supreme Court of India held that mobile phone call records, including call duration and

the numbers dialed, can be admitted as evidence under the Indian Evidence Act.

Example 2: Electronic Evidence In the landmark case of Anvar P.V. vs P.K. Basheer, the
Supreme Court laid down the law regarding the admissibility of electronic evidence. It held
that electronic records need to be certified by a person occupying a responsible position for

being admissible as evidence.

Example 3: Witness Testimony Witness testimony plays a crucial role in the Indian judicial
system. In the famous case of State of Gujarat vs Anirudh Singh, it was held that the

testimony of a single witness, if reliable, can form the basis of conviction.

3.7.1 Significance of Evidence
Evidence plays a pivotal role in the judicial process. It is the means by which facts in issue in
a case are proved or disproved. The Indian Evidence Act, 1872, provides the rules for what

evidence is admissible in court and how it should be presented.

Significance of Evidence Evidence is the backbone of any legal proceeding. It helps establish
the facts of the case and leads to the truth. It can be used to either prove or disprove the
allegations or defenses of the parties involved. The court relies on the evidence presented to

make its judgment.

Example 1: DNA Evidence In the case of State vs Priyadarshini Mattoo, DNA evidence
played a crucial role. The DNA test of the accused matched with the semen found on the

victim’s body, leading to his conviction.



Example 2: Circumstantial Evidence In the famous Aarushi Talwar murder case, there was no
eyewitness or definitive material evidence. The court had to rely on circumstantial evidence

to arrive at a conclusion.

Example 3: Electronic Evidence In the Nirbhaya case, the victim’s dying declaration, recorded
on a video, was treated as electronic evidence. This played a significant role in the conviction

of the accused.

3.7.2 Types of Evidence

Evidence is the means by which facts in issue in a case are proved or disproved. The Indian

Evidence Act, 1872, categorizes evidence into three types: Oral, Documentary, and Material.

Oral Evidence Oral evidence refers to all statements which the court permits or requires to be
made before it by witnesses, concerning the facts under inquiry. These statements are made

orally in witness testimony.

Example 1: Eyewitness Testimony In the Jessica Lal murder case, the eyewitness testimonies

played a crucial role in convicting the accused, Manu Sharma.

Documentary Evidence Documentary evidence refers to evidence provided by documents.

These documents must be proved by primary or secondary evidence.

Example 2: Bank Records In the Harshad Mehta scam, bank records and transaction details

were used as documentary evidence to prove the fraudulent activities.

Material Evidence Material evidence refers to tangible objects other than documents which can

be inspected by the court. This includes electronic evidence.



Example 3: Electronic Evidence In the Nirbhaya case, the victim’s dying declaration, recorded
on a video, was treated as electronic evidence. This played a significant role in the conviction

of the accused.

3.7.3 Fact in Issue
In legal parlance, a “Fact in Issue” refers to the facts about which the rights of parties to a suit
are directly and immediately concerned. It is the point or question which a plaintiff seeks to

prove for obtaining a judgment in his favor.

Understanding Fact in Issue The determination of a “Fact in Issue” is crucial for the
resolution of a legal dispute. It is the fact that needs to be proved or disproved to decide the
case. The Indian Evidence Act, 1872, provides the framework for determining what

constitutes a “Fact in Issue”.

Example 1: Ownership Dispute In a property dispute case, the “Fact in Issue” could be the
ownership of the property. For instance, in the case of M. Siddiq (D) Thr Lrs vs Mahant
Suresh Das & Ors, popularly known as the Ayodhya Dispute, the primary fact in issue was the
ownership of the disputed land.

Example 2: Contractual Obligation In a contract dispute, the “Fact in Issue” could be whether
a contractual obligation was fulfilled. For example, in the case of McDermott International
Inc vs Burn Standard Co Ltd, the fact in issue was whether the contractual obligations were

met by the parties involved.
Example 3: Criminal Cases In criminal cases, the “Fact in Issue” often involves determining
whether the accused committed the crime. In the State of Punjab vs Gian Singh, the fact in

issue was whether the accused was involved in the murder.

3.7.4 Admissibility and Relevancy



In the legal context, “Admissibility” refers to the acceptability of a piece of evidence in court,
while “Relevancy” pertains to the applicability of that evidence to the case at hand. The
Indian Evidence Act, 1872, provides the framework for determining the admissibility and

relevancy of evidence.

Understanding Admissibility and Relevancy Evidence is admissible if it is of such a nature
that it can be legally and properly introduced in a civil or criminal proceeding. However, not
all admissible evidence may be relevant. For evidence to be relevant, it must have some

reasonable connection to the fact in issue.

Example 1: Confessions In the case of Pakala Narayana Swami vs Emperor, the Privy
Council held that a confession made to a police officer is not admissible as per Section 25 of
the Indian Evidence Act. However, if the same confession was made to a person other than a

police officer, it could be both admissible and relevant.

Example 2: Expert Testimony In State of H.P. vs Jai Lal, the Supreme Court held that the
testimony of an handwriting expert, under Section 45 of the Indian Evidence Act, is an opinion
evidence and is relevant and admissible. However, the court is not bound by this testimony

and can use its own judgment.

Example 3: Electronic Evidence In the landmark case of Anvar P.V. vs P.K. Basheer, the
Supreme Court laid down the law regarding the admissibility of electronic evidence. It held
that electronic records need to be certified by a person occupying a responsible position for

being admissible as evidence.

3.8 Fair Trial and Media Trials

Fair trial is a fundamental principle of justice that ensures accused individuals are afforded
due process, impartiality, and procedural fairness during legal proceedings. It encompasses the
right to a competent legal defense, the presumption of innocence until proven guilty, and the
opportunity to present evidence and challenge accusations in a court of law. Fair trial

guarantees protect



individual rights, promote judicial integrity, and uphold the rule of law in democratic
societies. However, media trials, characterized by sensationalized reporting, trial by public
opinion, and undue influence on judicial proceedings, can undermine the principles of fair

trial and jeopardize the rights of accused persons.

In India, several high-profile cases have been marred by media trials, where sensationalized
reporting and public scrutiny have influenced legal proceedings and public perception. One
notable example is the Aarushi-Hemraj murder case, where intense media coverage and
speculative reporting created a media frenzy, leading to widespread prejudice and
misinformation. Another example is the 2012 Delhi gang rape case, where media attention and
public outrage pressured the judiciary to expedite the trial and deliver swift justice, raising
concerns about the impartiality and fairness of the proceedings. Similarly, the recent coverage
of the Sushant Singh Rajput death case saw extensive media speculation and sensationalism,

with social media trials influencing public opinion and judicial inquiries.

Media trials can have detrimental effects on fair trial rights, including the right to a fair and
impartial jury, the right to privacy, and the right to a presumption of innocence. Biased
reporting, sensationalism, and trial by public opinion can prejudice potential jurors, taint
witness testimony, and compromise the integrity of the judicial process. Moreover, media
intrusion into the personal lives of accused individuals, victims, and witnesses can infringe
upon their privacy rights and undermine their dignity and well-being. Additionally, the
presumption of innocence, a cornerstone of fair trial rights, may be eroded in the court of

public opinion, leading to premature judgments and social stigma against the accused.

To mitigate the negative impact of media trials on fair trial rights, it is essential for media
organizations to adhere to ethical standards, professional integrity, and responsible reporting
practices. Media professionals should prioritize accuracy, objectivity, and balance in their
reporting, refraining from sensationalism, speculation, and prejudicial commentary.
Furthermore, media organizations should respect the privacy and dignity of individuals
involved in legal proceedings, avoiding intrusive or invasive reporting that could prejudice
the administration of justice. Additionally, regulatory bodies and self-regulatory mechanisms

should be strengthened to



hold media organizations accountable for ethical breaches and ensure compliance with legal

and professional standards.

Efforts to promote fair trial rights in media coverage require collaboration between media
stakeholders, legal experts, civil society organizations, and government authorities. Media
literacy programs can educate the public about the importance of fair trial rights, the dangers
of media sensationalism, and the need for responsible consumption of news and information.
Legal reforms may also be necessary to address gaps in the law relating to media trials,
including provisions for contempt of court and guidelines for reporting on ongoing legal
proceedings. Moreover, dialogue and engagement between media professionals and legal
practitioners can foster mutual understanding and cooperation in upholding fair trial rights
while ensuring freedom of expression and press freedom are preserved. Through concerted
efforts and collective action, stakeholders can work together to uphold fair trial rights and

promote responsible media coverage in India and beyond.

3.9 Judicial Presumptions

Judicial presumptions are inferences drawn by the court, which are assumed to be true until
disproved. They play a crucial role in the administration of justice and are governed by the

Indian Evidence Act, 1872.

Understanding Judicial Presumptions Judicial presumptions can be of two types: Presumption
of Fact and Presumption of Law. Presumption of Fact is a presumption drawn by the court
based on its judicial experience or common course of natural events. Presumption of Law is a
rule of law by which courts and judges must draw a particular inference from a particular

fact.

Example 1: Presumption of Innocence One of the fundamental principles of criminal
jurisprudence is the presumption of innocence, i.e., a person is presumed to be innocent until
proven guilty. This principle is embodied in the maxim “Ei incumbit probatio qui dicit, non

qui negat” (The burden of proof is on the one who declares, not on one who denies).



Example 2: Presumption of Legitimacy of Marriage In the case of Gopal Das vs. Sri Thakurji,
the Supreme Court held that there is a strong presumption in favor of wedlock where the
partners have lived together for a long spell as husband and wife. The presumption was
rebuttable, but a heavy burden lies on the person who seeks to deprive the relationship of its

legal origin.

Example 3: Presumption of Sanity There is a presumption of sanity of all persons. The
burden of proving that an individual is of unsound mind at the time of commission of the act
lies on the person claiming it. This was upheld in the case of Shrikant Anandrao Bhosale vs.

State of Maharashtra.

3.10 Presumption of Fact and Burden of Proof

In legal parlance, “Presumption of Fact” refers to inferences drawn by the court based on its
judicial experience or common course of natural events. “Burden of Proof” refers to the
obligation to prove one’s assertion. Both these concepts are governed by the Indian Evidence

Act, 1872.

Understanding Presumption of Fact and Burden of Proof Presumption of Fact is an
assumption made by a court that is taken to be true unless someone comes forward to contest
it and prove otherwise. On the other hand, the burden of proof lies upon the person who is
making the assertions or claims. The party that does not carry the burden of proof carries the

benefit of assumption of being correct.

Example 1: Presumption of Innocence One of the fundamental principles of criminal
jurisprudence is the presumption of innocence, i.e., a person is presumed to be innocent until
proven guilty. This principle is embodied in the maxim “Ei incumbit probatio qui dicit, non

qui negat” (The burden of proof is on the one who declares, not on one who denies).

Example 2: Presumption in Case of Negligence In cases of negligence, the doctrine of “Res
Ipsa Loquitur” applies. It means “the thing speaks for itself”. If a person is injured due to the
negligence of another, then the burden of proof shifts to the defendant to prove that he was

not negligent.



Example 3: Presumption of Legitimacy of Marriage In the case of Gopal Das vs. Sri Thakurji,
the Supreme Court held that there is a strong presumption in favor of wedlock where the
partners have lived together for a long spell as husband and wife. The presumption was
rebuttable, but a heavy burden lies on the person who seeks to deprive the relationship of its

legal origin.

3.11 Types of Court Judgments

A court judgment is a decision made by a court of law at the conclusion of a lawsuit. In the
Indian legal system, there are several types of judgments that a court can pass, including

judgment of acquittal, judgment of conviction, and ex-parte judgment.

Judgment of Acquittal A judgment of acquittal is passed when the court finds the accused not
guilty of the charges. This type of judgment is common in criminal cases where the

prosecution fails to prove the guilt of the accused beyond reasonable doubt.

Example 1: Judgment of Acquittal In the 2G spectrum case, all the accused were acquitted by
the court due to lack of concrete evidence against them. The court held that the prosecution

failed to prove the charges, leading to a judgment of acquittal.

Judgment of Conviction A judgment of conviction is passed when the court finds the accused
guilty of the charges. This judgment is followed by a sentence which could be a fine,

imprisonment, or both.

Example 2: Judgment of Conviction In the Nirbhaya case, the court passed a judgment of
conviction against the accused. The accused were found guilty of gang rape and murder, and

were sentenced to death by the court.

Ex-Parte Judgment An ex-parte judgment is passed when one party does not appear before
the court despite being duly served with a notice. The court hears the matter in the absence of

the party and passes a judgment.



Example 3: Ex-Parte Judgment In the case of Kundan Singh vs Karam Singh, an ex-parte
decree was passed by the court as the defendant failed to appear before the court despite
being served with a notice.

Suggested Readings:

e "The Nine: Inside the Secret World of the Supreme Court" by Jeffrey Toobin -
Provides an inside look at the personalities and dynamics of the United States
Supreme Court.

e "The Rule of Law" by Tom Bingham - Explores the concept of the rule of law and its
significance in judicial systems around the world.

e "The Brethren: Inside the Supreme Court" by Bob Woodward and Scott Armstrong -
Offers a behind-the-scenes account of the United States Supreme Court during the
1970s.

e "May It Please the Court: The Most Significant Oral Arguments Made Before the
Supreme Court Since 1955" edited by Peter Irons and Stephanie Guitton - Presents
transcripts of landmark Supreme Court oral arguments and analyzes their legal
significance.

e "The Hollow Hope: Can Courts Bring About Social Change?" by Gerald N.
Rosenberg - Examines the role of courts in promoting social change and the
limitations of judicial power.

e "The Oxford Handbook of Empirical Legal Research" edited by Peter Cane and
Herbert

M. Kritzer - Provides a comprehensive overview of empirical research methods used
in studying legal systems, including courts.

e "The People's Advocate: The Life and Legal History of America's Most Fearless
Public Interest Lawyer" by Daniel Sheehan - Chronicles the legal career of public
interest lawyer Daniel Sheehan, known for his work in landmark court cases.

e "The Case Against the Supreme Court" by Erwin Chemerinsky - Critically evaluates
the decisions and impact of the United States Supreme Court throughout history.

e "The Birth of the English Common Law" by R. C. van Caenegem - Traces the
historical development of the English common law and its influence on modern legal
systems.

e "Courtroom 302: A Year Behind the Scenes in an American Criminal Courthouse" by
Steve Bogira - Offers an in-depth exploration of the workings of the American

criminal justice system through the lens of a single courtroom.



Short Answer Questions

Question CO | PO K
Define court reporting. CO3 | POl K1
What is contempt of court? CO3 PO2 KI1

Explain legal research for journalists. CO3 | PO4 | K2
What is the Indian judicial system? CO3 | POl K2
Define criminal court reporting. CO3 | PO3 Kl

Essay Questions

Question CO PO K
Discuss the principles of court reporting in journalism. CO3 PO3 K3
Analyze the importance of legal knowledge for journalists. CO3  PO4 K4
Explain the structure of the Indian judicial system. CO3 POl K3
Examine ethical challenges in court reporting. CO3  PO2 K4
Evaluate the role of media in ensuring judicial transparency. COS5 | POS K5



Unit 4 Political Reporting

Brief Overview: In-Political Reporting is a self-learning course aimed at individuals
interested in understanding the intricacies of political journalism and reporting. This
comprehensive study delves into various aspects of political reporting, including electoral
processes, government functions, policy analysis, and political communication strategies.
Participants will explore the role of journalists in covering political events, shaping public
opinion, and holding elected officials accountable, while learning how to navigate the

complexities of political reporting in today's media landscape.

Learning Objectives: Throughout the course, learners will develop proficiency in conducting
in-depth research on political topics, analyzing policy proposals, and interpreting political
developments for diverse audiences. They will gain insights into the ethical considerations of
political reporting, including objectivity, fairness, and transparency. Participants will also
learn how to cultivate sources within the political sphere, conduct interviews with key
stakeholders, and report on political events with accuracy and integrity. By the end of the
course, learners will be equipped with the skills necessary to produce insightful and impactful

political journalism, contributing to informed civic engagement and democratic discourse.

4.1 Indian Political Systems

India's political landscape is as diverse as its culture and heritage. The Indian political system
operates within the framework of a federal parliamentary democratic republic. It is
characterized by a multi-party system, where several political parties compete for power at

various levels of



governance. Understanding the Indian political system requires delving into its historical

roots, constitutional framework, and contemporary dynamics.

The cornerstone of the Indian political system is the Constitution of India, adopted on January
26, 1950. It provides for a parliamentary form of government, with a President as the head of
state and a Prime Minister as the head of government. The Parliament, consisting of the Lok
Sabha (House of the People) and the Rajya Sabha (Council of States), enacts laws and
oversees the functioning of the government. The Constitution also delineates the division of

powers between the central government and the states, ensuring a balance of authority.

Example 1: The 73rd and 74th Amendments to the Constitution of India introduced the
concept of Panchayati Raj institutions and urban local bodies, empowering local self-
government bodies at the grassroots level. This decentralization of power aims to promote

democratic participation and socio-economic development at the grassroots.

India boasts a vibrant multiparty system, with numerous political parties representing diverse
ideologies, interests, and regions. Elections are held regularly at the national, state, and local
levels, ensuring the participation of citizens in the democratic process. The Election
Commission of India oversees the conduct of elections, ensuring free and fair polls. Coalition
politics often shape government formations at both the central and state levels, highlighting

the importance of consensus-building and political alliances.

Example 2: The Indian National Congress (INC), founded in 1885, played a pivotal role in
India's struggle for independence and subsequently emerged as the dominant political party in
the early years post-independence. However, the rise of regional and ideological parties has

transformed the political landscape, leading to coalition governments and a more fragmented

polity.

India's federal structure entails a distribution of powers between the central government and
the states, as enshrined in the Constitution. While certain subjects such as defense, foreign
affairs, and currency are under the exclusive jurisdiction of the central government, others

fall under the



purview of the states. Cooperative federalism underscores the importance of collaboration

and coordination between the center and the states in governance and policymaking.

Example 3: The Goods and Services Tax (GST), implemented in 2017, exemplifies
cooperative federalism in India. It replaced multiple indirect taxes levied by the central and
state governments with a unified tax regime, fostering economic integration and simplifying

tax administration across the country.

Despite its strengths, the Indian political system faces various challenges, including
corruption, communalism, and regional disparities. Strengthening democratic institutions,
ensuring transparency and accountability, and addressing socio-economic inequalities are
imperative for the system's resilience and vitality. As India continues to evolve and adapt to
changing realities, fostering inclusive governance and upholding the principles of democracy

remain paramount for the country's progress and prosperity.

4.2 Election Systems

India, as the world’s largest democracy, operates under a parliamentary system of
government. The modern Indian nation-state emerged on August 15, 1947. Our constitutional
democracy places a strong emphasis on regular, free, and fair elections. These elections
determine the composition of the government, the membership of Parliament, state and union
territory legislative assemblies, and the offices of the President and Vice-Presidentl.

Key Features of India’s Electoral System

Election Commission: The Election Commission of India plays a pivotal role in overseeing
the entire electoral process. It ensures the conduct of elections to Parliament, state legislatures,
and the offices of the President and Vice-President.

General Elections: India conducts general elections for the Lok Sabha (House of the People)
and Vidhan Sabha (state legislative assemblies) every five years. These elections involve
millions of voters across diverse geographic and climatic zones. Polling stations are set up in

snow-clad Himalayan mountains, arid Rajasthan deserts, and remote Indian Ocean islands.



Electoral Machinery: Managing such a massive event requires a robust electoral machinery
comprising approximately 5 million election officers. Additionally, nearly one million civil
police forces maintain law and order during elections.

Simultaneous Elections: General elections occur simultaneously across all constituencies,
ensuring a cohesive electoral process.

Lok Sabha Elections: The Lok Sabha, or the Lower House of Parliament, witnesses the
largest democratic exercise globally. In the 1998 general election, over 605 million electors
participated, necessitating extensive logistical arrangements. Election officers, security
personnel, and polling stations worked tirelessly to ensure a smooth process.

State Legislative Assembly Elections: Alongside the general elections, India also conducts
state assembly elections. For instance, in Himachal Pradesh, Gujarat, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
and Tripura, voters elect representatives to their respective state legislatures.

By-Elections: By-elections fill vacancies in individual constituencies due to the death or
resignation of a member. These localized elections maintain the democratic fabric at the

grassroots level.

4.3 Election Campaigns

Election campaigns play a pivotal role in the democratic process, serving as a platform for
political parties and candidates to convey their messages, garner support, and mobilize voters.
In India, election campaigns are vibrant, multi-dimensional endeavors that involve a range of
strategies and tactics aimed at influencing public opinion and securing electoral victory.
Understanding the dynamics of election campaigns is essential for comprehending the

functioning of democracy and the political landscape.

Indian election campaigns employ a plethora of strategies and tools to reach out to voters and
convey their messages effectively. These include traditional methods such as public rallies,
door-to-door canvassing, and print media advertisements, as well as modern techniques like
social media outreach, digital marketing, and data analytics. Political parties leverage various
communication channels to connect with diverse segments of the electorate, tailoring their

messages to resonate with specific demographics and issues.



Political leaders and personalities play a crucial role in shaping election campaigns and
influencing voter perceptions. Charismatic leaders often emerge as key assets for their
parties, rallying supporters, and galvanizing public opinion through their oratory skills,
charisma, and credibility. The persona and image of political leaders can significantly impact
electoral outcomes, with voters often swayed by the perceived qualities and attributes of their

preferred candidates.

In addition to personality-driven narratives, election campaigns in India also focus on
substantive issues and policy debates, addressing socio-economic concerns, governance
priorities, and developmental agendas. Political parties articulate their visions and proposals
for addressing pressing challenges facing the country, engaging in debates and discussions to
showcase their understanding of issues and present viable solutions to voters. While election
campaigns are essential for democratic engagement, they also pose challenges and ethical
dilemmas, including the use of money power, divisive rhetoric, misinformation, and electoral
malpractices. Ensuring transparency, accountability, and fairness in campaign finance and
conduct is crucial for upholding the integrity of the electoral process and preserving the

principles of democracy.

4.4 Guidelines on Covering Indian Parties

Paragraph 1: Introduction to Covering Indian Political Parties

Media plays a crucial role in shaping public discourse and informing citizens about political
developments, including the activities and positions of political parties. Covering Indian
political parties requires adherence to ethical standards, accuracy, and fairness to ensure that
the public receives reliable information to make informed decisions. Journalists must
navigate the complexities of India's diverse political landscape while upholding the principles

of objective and responsible journalism.

Journalists covering Indian political parties should adhere to ethical principles such as
accuracy, fairness, impartiality, and transparency. It is essential to verify facts, corroborate
information from multiple sources, and provide context to accurately represent the positions
and actions of political parties. Fairness entails presenting diverse perspectives and avoiding
bias or sensationalism in reporting. Impartiality requires journalists to maintain independence

and avoid conflicts of interest that may compromise their journalistic integrity.



Example 1: During election campaigns, media outlets should allocate equitable coverage to
all political parties contesting elections, irrespective of their size or influence, to ensure a level

playing field and promote democratic principles of pluralism and inclusivity.

To effectively cover Indian political parties, journalists must possess a nuanced
understanding of the historical, cultural, social, and economic contexts that shape political
dynamics in the country. This includes familiarity with the ideologies, leadership, electoral
strategies, and policy agendas of various parties, as well as the socio-political factors
influencing voter behavior and electoral outcomes. Contextual reporting enables journalists to

provide insightful analysis and engage audiences in informed discussions.

Example 2: In the aftermath of significant political developments such as legislative debates,
policy decisions, or electoral outcomes, media coverage should include in-depth analysis and
expert commentary to contextualize the implications for governance, democracy, and public

welfare.

Journalists covering Indian political parties should exercise caution in their use of language
and framing to avoid perpetuating stereotypes, stigmatizing communities, or inciting
divisiveness. Sensitivity to cultural diversity, linguistic nuances, and regional identities is
essential in accurately representing the voices and perspectives of different political actors
and constituencies. Responsible journalism fosters constructive dialogue and promotes social

cohesion in a pluralistic society like India.

Example 3: Media coverage of contentious issues such as communal tensions, caste conflicts,
or regional disputes should prioritize balanced reporting, avoid inflammatory rhetoric, and
promote empathy and understanding among diverse communities to mitigate polarization and

foster reconciliation.

Journalists covering Indian political parties play a vital role in holding political leaders and
institutions accountable to the public. By scrutinizing government policies, political

statements,



and actions, journalists serve as watchdogs of democracy, promoting transparency,
accountability, and good governance. Additionally, promoting media literacy among the
public is crucial for fostering critical thinking, empowering citizens to discern credible
information from misinformation or propaganda, and actively participate in democratic

processes.

4.5 News and Elections

News media plays a pivotal role in shaping public opinion and influencing electoral outcomes
in India. As a vibrant democracy with a diverse media landscape, India witnesses intense
media coverage and analysis during election cycles. Understanding the dynamics between
news, media, and elections is crucial for comprehending the role of media in democratic
governance and political communication.

India boasts a diverse media landscape comprising print, broadcast, digital, and social media
platforms. From traditional newspapers and television channels to online news portals and
social networking sites, Indian media caters to a vast and heterogeneous audience. The
proliferation of digital technologies has democratized access to information, enabling citizens
to engage with news content in real-time and participate in public discourse.

Media plays a multifaceted role in electoral politics, serving as a watchdog, agenda-setter,
and mediator between political actors and the public. Journalists cover election campaigns,
political rallies, and policy debates, providing citizens with information about candidates,
parties, and electoral issues. Media coverage influences voter perceptions, shapes political
narratives, and holds political leaders accountable for their actions and promises.

During election campaigns, media organizations intensify their coverage, deploying reporters,
correspondents, and analysts across the country to provide comprehensive coverage of
political developments. From candidate profiles and opinion polls to live updates and election
debates, media outlets offer a plethora of content to engage voters and foster informed

decision-making.

However, sensationalism, bias, and misinformation also pose challenges to responsible
election coverage.

The advent of social media has transformed the landscape of political communication in
India, enabling political parties and candidates to directly engage with voters, mobilize
support, and shape public opinion. Platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and WhatsApp serve as
virtual battlegrounds for political discourse, facilitating the dissemination of news,
propaganda, and misinformation. Social media's influence on electoral outcomes and its

regulation pose significant challenges for democratic governance.

Media ownership and control by corporate conglomerates or political entities raise concerns



about editorial independence, media pluralism, and the neutrality of news coverage. Biases,
whether ideological, political, or commercial, can influence the framing and presentation of
news, undermining the credibility and objectivity of media organizations. Ensuring media
plurality, diversity, and ethical standards is essential for fostering a healthy democracy.
Ethical journalism principles such as accuracy, fairness, impartiality, and accountability are
paramount for responsible election reporting. Journalists must adhere to professional
standards, verify facts, provide context, and avoid sensationalism or partisan bias in their
coverage. Transparency about sources, conflicts of interest, and corrections for errors are
integral to maintaining public trust in the media.

Media coverage and messaging have a significant impact on voter behavior and electoral
outcomes in India. Positive or negative portrayals of candidates, parties, and issues can sway
public opinion, influence voter turnout, and determine electoral victories. Media literacy and
critical thinking skills are essential for citizens to discern credible information from

propaganda, fake news, and manipulation.

Following elections, media organizations analyze the results, assess voter trends, and
scrutinize the performance of elected representatives and political parties. Through post-
election coverage, media holds governments accountable, tracks policy implementation, and
provides feedback on governance to citizens. Constructive criticism, investigative journalism,

and public debate contribute to democratic accountability and transparency.

4.5.1 Paid News and Regulations

Paid news refers to the practice of media organizations accepting payment in exchange for
favorable coverage or biased reporting of individuals, organizations, or events. This unethical
phenomenon undermines the integrity of journalism, distorts public discourse, and erodes
public trust in the media. In India, paid news has become a pervasive problem, particularly
during election seasons, where political parties and candidates seek to manipulate media
coverage to influence voter perceptions and electoral outcomes.Paid news can manifest in
various forms, including advertorials, sponsored content, favorable coverage disguised as
news reports, suppression of negative stories, and selective reporting to promote particular
agendas. While overt instances of paid news are relatively easy to identify, covert forms pose a
greater challenge as they blur the line between advertising and editorial content, deceiving

audiences and compromising journalistic ethics.

The proliferation of paid news undermines the fundamental principles of journalistic

integrity, objectivity, and independence. When media organizations prioritize commercial



interests over journalistic ethics, they betray the public trust and compromise their role as
watchdogs of democracy. Paid news distorts public perception, manipulates public opinion,

and skews the democratic process by favoring powerful interests over the public interest.

Recognizing the threat posed by paid news to the integrity of Indian media and democratic
governance, regulatory bodies and legislative measures have been instituted to address the
issue. The Press Council of India (PCI) and the News Broadcasting Standards Authority
(NBSA) have issued guidelines and codes of conduct to curb unethical practices and

promote responsible

journalism. Additionally, the Election Commission of India (ECI) has introduced regulations
to monitor media coverage during elections and penalize violations of fair election practices.
Despite regulatory efforts, combating paid news remains a formidable challenge in India.
Weak enforcement mechanisms, inadequate penalties, and limited transparency contribute to
the persistence of the problem. Media organizations may circumvent regulations through
subtle forms of bias or collusion with vested interests, making it difficult for regulators to
detect and penalize violations effectively.

Civil society organizations, media watchdogs, and citizen journalists play a crucial role in
exposing instances of paid news, raising awareness about media ethics, and advocating for
transparency and accountability in media practices. Through investigative reporting, public
campaigns, and legal advocacy, these stakeholders contribute to holding media organizations
and regulatory authorities accountable for upholding ethical standards and safeguarding

media integrity.

4.6 Covering Elections and Election Campaigns

Covering elections and election campaigns is a cornerstone of journalistic practice, playing a
crucial role in informing citizens, shaping public opinion, and holding political leaders
accountable in India's vibrant democracy. Journalists tasked with covering elections navigate
a complex landscape of political dynamics, electoral processes, and media responsibilities.
Understanding the nuances of election coverage is essential for journalists to fulfill their role

as watchdogs of democracy and provide citizens with accurate and insightful information.

Effective election coverage begins with thorough preparation and planning. Journalists must
familiarize themselves with the electoral system, constituencies, candidates, and key issues at

stake. Researching historical voting patterns, demographic trends, and socio-economic



indicators provides valuable context for analyzing electoral outcomes and understanding
voter behavior. Additionally, establishing contacts with political parties, election officials,

and local stakeholders facilitates access to information and enhances the quality of reporting.

During election campaigns, journalists play a critical role in scrutinizing the strategies,
messages, and promises of political parties and candidates. Reporting on election rallies,
public speeches, and campaign events requires keen observation, fact-checking, and
contextual analysis to provide audiences with balanced and accurate coverage. Journalists
must remain impartial and objective, avoiding bias or sensationalism, while highlighting issues

of public interest and holding candidates accountable for their statements and actions.

Advancements in digital technology have transformed the landscape of election coverage,
offering journalists a myriad of multimedia tools and platforms to engage audiences in India.
From live streaming of campaign events and interactive infographics to social media updates
and podcasts, multimedia storytelling enhances the accessibility and impact of election
coverage. Integrating multimedia elements into reporting enables journalists to convey

complex information effectively and reach diverse audiences across various platforms.

Transparency and accountability are essential principles guiding election coverage in India.
Journalists must strive to provide transparent and objective reporting, disclosing sources,
verifying facts, and correcting errors promptly. Holding political leaders and parties
accountable for their actions, statements, and electoral promises fosters public trust in the
media and strengthens democratic accountability. Investigative journalism plays a crucial role
in uncovering electoral malpractices, corruption, and violations of electoral laws, thereby

upholding the integrity of the electoral process.

Covering elections in India presents journalists with various challenges and ethical dilemmas.
Pressures from political parties, commercial interests, and editorial biases may influence
reporting, compromising journalistic independence and integrity. Balancing the need for
access to information with the responsibility to maintain impartiality and fairness requires
journalists to navigate ethical gray areas with diligence and integrity. Upholding ethical
standards, transparency, and accountability is essential for preserving the credibility and

trustworthiness of election coverage.

4.7 Opinion Polls Reporting

Opinion polls play a significant role in shaping public discourse and influencing electoral



outcomes in India's vibrant democracy. Reporting on opinion polls requires journalists to
navigate complex methodologies, interpret survey data accurately, and present findings in a
manner that is informative and unbiased. Understanding the nuances of opinion polls
reporting is essential for journalists to fulfill their role as purveyors of accurate information

and contributors to informed public debate.

Opinion polls employ various methodologies to gauge public opinion on political issues,
electoral preferences, and policy matters in India. These methodologies include random
sampling, stratified sampling, exit polls, and online surveys, among others. Journalists
reporting on opinion polls must have a basic understanding of statistical concepts and survey
techniques to assess the reliability and validity of poll results. Knowledge of sampling errors,
margin of error, and confidence intervals is crucial for contextualizing poll findings and

interpreting their significance.

Interpreting poll data requires journalists to analyze survey questions, sample sizes,
demographic breakdowns, and fieldwork periods to discern meaningful insights. Journalists
should examine the wording of survey questions, the composition of the sample population,
and the timing of the poll in relation to significant events or developments that may influence
responses. Contextualizing poll data within the broader political landscape enables journalists
to provide audiences with a comprehensive understanding of public opinion dynamics and

electoral trends.

Reporting on poll results requires journalists to present findings accurately, transparently, and
impartially. Journalists should provide context for poll results, including information about
the methodology used, the margin of error, and any limitations or caveats associated with the
survey. Avoiding sensationalism, speculation, or extrapolation beyond the scope of the data is
essential for maintaining the credibility and integrity of opinion polls reporting. Journalists
should prioritize clarity, objectivity, and balance in their coverage to empower audiences to

make informed interpretations of poll findings.



Evaluating the credibility of pollsters is crucial for journalists reporting on opinion polls in
India. Established polling agencies with a track record of accuracy, transparency, and
methodological rigor inspire confidence in their findings. Journalists should scrutinize the
reputation, methodology, and track record of pollsters to assess the reliability and credibility
of poll results. Consulting multiple polling agencies and aggregating poll data can provide a

more comprehensive and nuanced understanding of public opinion trends.

Ethical considerations loom large in opinion polls reporting, particularly concerning the
timing, frequency, and dissemination of poll results. Journalists should exercise caution in
reporting on pre-election polls to avoid unduly influencing voter behavior or preempting the
democratic process. Additionally, journalists should refrain from publishing or publicizing
exit poll results until voting concludes to prevent potential biases or distortions in electoral
outcomes. Upholding journalistic ethics, transparency, and responsibility is paramount in

opinion polls reporting to maintain the integrity and credibility of the media.

4.7.1 Exit Polls

Exit polls are surveys conducted immediately after voters exit polling stations, aiming to
predict electoral outcomes based on voter responses. In India, exit polls play a significant role
in shaping public perception, influencing media coverage, and setting the narrative
surrounding election results. Understanding the methodology, limitations, and implications of
exit polls is essential for journalists, political analysts, and citizens to interpret electoral

trends and outcomes accurately.

Exit polls employ systematic sampling techniques to gather data from a representative sample
of voters exiting polling stations across constituencies. Trained fieldworkers administer
questionnaires or electronic devices to voters, collecting demographic information and
soliciting responses on voting preferences. The collected data is then analyzed using
statistical methods to generate projections and predictions about electoral outcomes at various

levels—national, state, or constituency.

Example 1: In the 2019 Indian general elections, various media organizations and polling
agencies conducted exit polls across the country to forecast the composition of the Lok Sabha

(House of the



People). These exit polls aimed to predict the number of seats each political party would win
and provide insights into voter behavior and regional trends.Despite their widespread use and
influence, exit polls face several limitations and challenges. Sampling errors, non-response
bias, and variability in voter turnout can affect the accuracy and reliability of exit poll
predictions. Additionally, unforeseen events, late-breaking developments, or methodological
flaws may lead to inaccuracies or discrepancies between exit poll projections and actual

election results.

Example 2: In the 2004 Indian general elections, exit polls predicted a clear victory for the
incumbent National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government led by the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP). However, the actual election results defied these predictions, with the opposition
United Progressive Alliance (UPA) emerging victorious, leading to speculation about the

reliability of exit polls and their predictive validity.

Exit polls often influence media coverage, political narratives, and public perception of
electoral outcomes even before official results are announced. Media outlets analyze and
interpret exit poll projections, speculating on potential winners, margins of victory, and
coalition scenarios. Political parties and candidates may respond to exit poll results
strategically, shaping their post-election strategies and messaging based on perceived

electoral trends.

Example 3: In the 2014 Indian general elections, exit polls indicated a decisive victory for the
BJP-led National Democratic Alliance (NDA) coalition. The widespread dissemination of
exit poll projections contributed to a sense of anticipation and excitement among the electorate,
influencing voter turnout and shaping media narratives in the days leading up to the official

announcement of election results.

4.7.2 Polister Disclosures Standards

Pollster disclosure standards are essential guidelines that ensure transparency and
accountability in the conduct and reporting of opinion polls. In India, where opinion polling
plays a significant role in shaping public opinion and influencing electoral outcomes,
adhering to robust disclosure standards is crucial. These standards aim to provide

stakeholders, including journalists,



policymakers, and the public, with comprehensive information about the methodologies,

procedures, and limitations of opinion polls.

Pollster disclosure standards serve several important purposes. Firstly, they enhance
transparency by requiring polling agencies to disclose crucial information about their sampling
methods, sample sizes, fieldwork procedures, and data analysis techniques. This transparency
allows stakeholders to evaluate the reliability and credibility of poll results and understand
the potential sources of error or bias. Secondly, disclosure standards promote accountability
by holding polling agencies accountable for their practices and methodologies, thereby

fostering public trust in opinion polling.

Example 1: The Election Commission of India (ECI) mandates that polling agencies
conducting exit polls during elections adhere to strict guidelines, including disclosure of their
methodologies, sample sizes, and margin of error, to ensure transparency and reliability in

predicting electoral outcomes.

Pollster disclosure standards typically include several key components. These may
encompass details about the sampling methodology employed, such as whether the poll was
conducted through telephone interviews, online surveys, or face-to-face interviews.
Additionally, disclosure standards may require information about the demographic
composition of the sample population, the margin of error associated with the survey results,

and any adjustments made to the data to ensure representativeness.

Example 2: The Association of Market Research Organizations (AMRO) in India has
established guidelines for pollster disclosure standards, urging polling agencies to disclose
information about their sampling methodologies, fieldwork procedures, and data processing

techniques to enhance transparency and accountability in opinion polling.

Adherence to pollster disclosure standards is essential for promoting public trust and
confidence in opinion polling. When polling agencies transparently disclose their
methodologies and procedures, it allows stakeholders to scrutinize poll results and assess

their reliability. This



transparency fosters a culture of accountability and ensures that opinion polling remains a

credible tool for gauging public opinion and informing decision-making processes.

Example 3: Following allegations of discrepancies in exit poll results during the 2009 Indian
general elections, the Press Council of India (PCI) issued guidelines requiring polling
agencies to disclose information about their funding sources, affiliations, and methodologies

to enhance transparency and credibility in exit polling.

4.8 Role of Social Media in Elections

Social media has revolutionized the landscape of political communication and campaigning,
playing a significant role in shaping electoral outcomes in India. With the widespread
adoption of platforms like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and WhatsApp, political parties and
candidates have leveraged social media to reach voters, mobilize support, and influence
public opinion. Understanding the multifaceted role of social media in Indian elections is

crucial for comprehending the evolving dynamics of political discourse and engagement.

Social media platforms provide political parties and candidates with direct access to voters,
enabling them to engage with constituents, disseminate campaign messages, and mobilize
support. Through targeted advertising, live streaming of events, interactive content, and viral
campaigns, political actors can amplify their messages and connect with diverse segments of
the electorate. Social media facilitates real-time interaction and feedback, allowing politicians

to address voter concerns, respond to criticism, and shape their public image effectively.

Example 1: In the 2014 Indian general elections, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) utilized
social media platforms extensively to mobilize support for its campaign, engaging with
millions of voters through Twitter, Facebook, and other channels. The party's strategic use of
social media contributed to its electoral success and highlighted the growing influence of

digital campaigning in Indian politics.



Social media platforms serve as powerful tools for disseminating information, shaping public
discourse, and setting the agenda during election campaigns in India. Political parties and
candidates use social media to share news updates, policy proposals, and campaign initiatives
directly with voters, bypassing traditional media channels. By curating content, framing
narratives, and engaging with trending topics, political actors can influence the issues

prioritized by the media and shape public perceptions of electoral contests.

Example 2: During the 2019 Indian general elections, social media emerged as a battleground
for political parties to disseminate competing narratives, attack opponents, and rally support.
The Congress party's "Main Bhi Chowkidar" campaign on Twitter, aimed at countering the
BJP's "Chowkidar Chor Hai" slogan, exemplified the strategic use of social media to shape

public discourse and frame electoral debates.

While social media offers unprecedented opportunities for political engagement and
communication, it also poses significant challenges and concerns. The spread of
misinformation, fake news, and divisive content on social media platforms can polarize public
opinion, undermine democratic discourse, and distort electoral outcomes. Additionally, issues
related to data privacy, online harassment, and algorithmic biases raise ethical and regulatory

questions about the role of social media in electoral processes.

Example 3: In the wake of the 2020 Delhi Legislative Assembly elections, concerns were
raised about the proliferation of fake news and inflammatory content on social media
platforms, leading to calls for stricter regulation and accountability measures to combat

misinformation and safeguard the integrity of electoral processes.

4.9 Covering Legislation

Covering legislations is a fundamental aspect of journalism that involves reporting on the
formulation, passage, and implementation of laws and policies by legislative bodies such as
Parliament and state legislatures. In India, where the legislative process plays a crucial role in
shaping governance and public policy, journalists play a vital role in informing citizens

about



legislative developments, analyzing their implications, and holding lawmakers accountable.
Understanding the nuances of covering legislations is essential for journalists to fulfill their

role as watchdogs of democracy and contribute to informed public discourse.

Effective coverage of legislations begins with thorough research and preparation. Journalists
need to familiarize themselves with the legislative process, including the roles and functions of
different legislative bodies, the stages of bill passage, and the mechanisms for public
participation. Researching the background, context, and stakeholders involved in proposed
legislations enables journalists to provide comprehensive and insightful coverage that

contextualizes legislative debates and decisions for their audiences.

Example 1: When covering the passage of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) Bill in India,
journalists conducted extensive research on the complexities of the tax reform, the positions
of different political parties, and the economic implications of the proposed legislation. This
enabled them to provide in-depth analysis and explain the significance of the GST Bill for

businesses, consumers, and the economy.

Access to legislative proceedings and transparency in the legislative process are essential for
effective coverage of legislations. Journalists should actively seek opportunities to attend
parliamentary sessions, committee meetings, and public hearings where legislations are
debated and discussed. Building relationships with lawmakers, legislative staff, and subject
matter experts can facilitate access to information and insights that enhance the quality of

legislative reporting.

Example 2: During the deliberations on the controversial Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA)
in India, journalists faced challenges in accessing accurate information and gaining insights
into the decision-making process. However, by leveraging their networks and persistently
seeking access to parliamentary debates and expert opinions, journalists were able to provide

comprehensive coverage of the CAA and its implications.

Covering legislations requires journalists to provide context, analysis, and interpretation that
goes beyond mere reporting of events. Journalists should contextualize legislative

developments within



broader political, social, and economic contexts, highlighting the historical background,
underlying motivations, and potential consequences of proposed legislations. Through
insightful analysis and expert commentary, journalists can help audiences understand the

implications of legislative decisions and their relevance to everyday life.

Example 3: When reporting on the passage of the Right to Information (RTI) Act in India,
journalists contextualized the legislative milestone within the larger framework of
transparency and accountability in governance. By analyzing the historical struggle for the
RTI legislation, its impact on democratic governance, and the challenges in its
implementation, journalists provided audiences with a deeper understanding of the

significance of the RTI Act.

Covering legislations involves adherence to ethical principles such as accuracy, fairness,
impartiality, and accountability. Journalists should verify information from multiple sources,
provide balanced coverage that reflects diverse perspectives, and hold lawmakers accountable
for their actions and decisions. Upholding journalistic ethics and integrity is crucial for
maintaining public trust in the media and ensuring that legislative reporting serves the public

interest.

4.9.1 Parliamentary Privileges

Parliamentary privileges are certain rights and immunities enjoyed by members of
Parliament, individually and collectively, so that they can effectively discharge their
functions. These privileges are crucial for the maintenance of the dignity, authority, and
independence of the Houses of Parliament. They are codified under Article 105 of the Indian

Constitution.

Types of Privileges There are two types of privileges - individual and collective. Individual
privileges are those which are available to the members individually to enable them to
perform their parliamentary duties without hindrance. These include freedom of speech in
Parliament, immunity from any proceedings in any court for anything said or any vote given
in Parliament, etc. Collective privileges are the rights that the House has to maintain its
authority and dignity. These include the right to publish debates and proceedings, the right to

exclude strangers, the right to punish members and outsiders for breach of its privileges, etc.



Example 1: Freedom of Speech One of the most important privileges is the freedom of
speech in Parliament. Under Article 105(1) of the Constitution, subject to the provisions of the
Constitution and the rules and standing orders regulating the procedure of Parliament, there
shall be freedom of speech in Parliament. For instance, during the debate on the No
Confidence Motion in July 2018, members of the Parliament were able to express their views
freely without any fear of legal consequences.

Example 2: Immunity from Proceedings Another significant privilege is the immunity from
judicial scrutiny into the proceedings of the House. This was upheld in the landmark case of
MSM Sharma vs. Sri Krishna Sinha where the Supreme Court ruled that the validity of the
proceedings inside the Parliament cannot be called into question on the allegation that the

procedure laid down by the law had not been strictly followed.

Example 3: Right to Exclude Strangers The Parliament has the collective privilege to exclude
strangers (anyone who is not a member of the House) from its proceedings. This privilege
was exercised during the passage of the Farm Bills in 2020 in the Rajya Sabha, where the

proceedings were telecasted with audio but the video feed was cut off.

4.10 Understanding Policy Making

Policy making is the process by which governments formulate and implement laws,
regulations, and programs to address societal issues, achieve public goals, and allocate
resources effectively. In India, where governance is characterized by a complex interplay of
federal, state, and local authorities, understanding the policy-making process is crucial for
journalists, policymakers, and citizens alike. By examining the stages, actors, and factors that
shape policy decisions, stakeholders can gain insights into the functioning of democracy and

contribute to informed public discourse.

Policy making typically involves several stages, including agenda setting, policy formulation,
decision making, implementation, and evaluation. During the agenda-setting stage, issues are
identified, prioritized, and brought to the attention of policymakers through public discourse,
advocacy campaigns, or crisis situations. Policy formulation entails the development of

proposals,



options, and strategies to address identified issues, often involving consultation with experts,
stakeholders, and the public. Decision making involves the selection of preferred policy
options by policymakers, based on political, economic, social, and administrative

considerations.

Example 1: The formulation and implementation of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) in India exemplify the policy-making process at
work. The legislation, aimed at providing employment opportunities and enhancing rural
livelihoods, underwent extensive consultations, debates, and negotiations before being

enacted by the government and implemented across the country.

Policy making involves multiple actors, including elected officials, bureaucrats, interest
groups, advocacy organizations, and citizens. Elected officials, such as members of
parliament and legislative assemblies, play a central role in setting policy agendas, drafting
legislation, and making decisions on policy proposals. Bureaucrats and civil servants provide
technical expertise, administrative support, and implementation oversight throughout the
policy process. Interest groups and advocacy organizations advocate for specific policy
outcomes, mobilize public support, and influence decision makers through lobbying,

campaigning, and grassroots activism.

Example 2: The formulation of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) in India saw active
participation from various stakeholders, including policymakers, tax experts, industry
associations, and consumer groups. The GST Council, comprising representatives from the
central and state governments, collaborated with stakeholders to design a comprehensive tax

reform aimed at simplifying the indirect tax structure and promoting economic growth.

Several factors influence policy making in India, including political dynamics, public
opinion, economic considerations, institutional constraints, and external influences. Political
factors, such as party ideology, coalition dynamics, and electoral incentives, shape the
priorities and agendas of policymakers. Public opinion and media coverage can influence
policymakers' perceptions of issues and the level of public support for policy proposals.
Economic considerations, including budgetary constraints, resource availability, and

economic growth objectives, play a significant role in shaping policy decisions.



Example 3: The National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) in India was launched with the aim
of providing accessible, affordable, and quality healthcare services to rural populations. The
policy was influenced by the need to address disparities in healthcare access and outcomes,
improve maternal and child health indicators, and achieve the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) related to health.

4.10.1 Conducting Policy Research

Policy research is a systematic investigation into the workings, implementation, and effects
of policies. It plays a crucial role in informing policy-making processes, providing evidence-
based inputs, and evaluating policy outcomes. In India, policy research is conducted by
various stakeholders, including government bodies, think tanks, academic institutions, and

non-governmental organizations.

Steps in Policy Research Policy research typically involves several steps. It begins with
identifying a policy issue that needs investigation. This is followed by a literature review to
understand existing research on the topic. The next step is data collection, which could
involve surveys, interviews, or analysis of secondary data. The collected data is then analyzed

to draw insights. Finally, the research findings are communicated to the relevant stakeholders.

Example 1: Poverty Alleviation Policies One example of policy research in India is the study
of poverty alleviation policies. Researchers have analyzed the impact of schemes like the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) on reducing rural
poverty. They have used data from various sources, including government reports and

household surveys, to assess the effectiveness of these policies.

Example 2: Education Policies Another area where policy research is extensively conducted
is education. Studies have been carried out to evaluate the impact of the Right to Education
Act on improving access to education for disadvantaged groups. Researchers have used

techniques like regression analysis and impact evaluation to measure the outcomes of this

policy.



Example 3: Health Policies Health policies in India have also been the subject of numerous
research studies. For instance, the National Health Mission has been evaluated for its
effectiveness in improving healthcare delivery in rural areas. Researchers have used data

from health surveys and hospital records to assess the impact of this policy.

4.10.2 Evidence-based Policy Making

Evidence-based policy making refers to the practice of using empirical evidence to inform
and guide policy decisions. It aims to ensure that policies are effective and efficient by
grounding them in real-world data and research. In India, this approach is increasingly being

recognized as crucial for addressing complex policy challenges.

Process of Evidence-based Policy Making The process of evidence-based policy making
involves several steps. It starts with defining the policy problem and then collecting evidence
related to it through research studies, data analysis, and expert consultations. This evidence is
then analyzed and interpreted to draw conclusions about the nature of the problem and
potential solutions. These findings are then used to formulate policy options. Finally, the
evidence is used to monitor and evaluate the implemented policy to assess its impact and

effectiveness.

Example 1: National Nutrition Mission An example of evidence-based policy making in India
is the National Nutrition Mission or Poshan Abhiyaan. The policy was formulated based on
extensive research evidence highlighting the high prevalence of malnutrition among children
in India. The program’s interventions were designed based on evidence about what works in
improving child nutrition, and its impact is being continuously monitored and evaluated using

data from the National Family Health Survey.

Example 2: Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana The Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, a scheme
to provide free LPG connections to poor households, is another example. The policy was
designed based on evidence showing the adverse health impacts of indoor air pollution from
traditional cooking fuels. The scheme’s impact on improving health outcomes and reducing

indoor air pollution is being evaluated using various data sources.



Example 3: Smart Cities Mission The Smart Cities Mission is a policy initiative aimed at
promoting sustainable and inclusive cities that provide core infrastructure and a decent
quality of life to its citizens. The selection of cities under this mission was based on an
extensive evaluation of city-level data, and the progress of the mission is being monitored

using a range of performance indicators.

4.11 Reporting on Social Media and Politics

Reporting on social media and politics has become increasingly important in India's vibrant
democracy, where digital platforms play a significant role in shaping public opinion, political
discourse, and electoral outcomes. Journalists tasked with covering this intersection must
navigate complex dynamics, including the spread of misinformation, the influence of digital
campaigning, and the evolving relationship between social media and traditional media.
Understanding the nuances of reporting on social media and politics is essential for
journalists to provide accurate, insightful, and contextually rich coverage that informs citizens

and holds political actors accountable.

One key aspect of reporting on social media and politics is monitoring political discourse on
digital platforms. Journalists need to track and analyze the content shared by political parties,
candidates, and influencers on platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and WhatsApp. By
monitoring trends, hashtags, and user engagement, journalists can identify emerging issues,
assess public sentiment, and uncover tactics used by political actors to shape narratives and

influence voter perceptions.

Example 1: During the 2019 Indian general elections, journalists closely monitored social
media platforms to track the spread of political messaging, disinformation campaigns, and
voter sentiment. Insights from social media analysis helped journalists identify key electoral
issues, analyze campaign strategies, and provide audiences with real-time updates on political

developments.

Given the prevalence of misinformation and fake news on social media, fact-checking and
verification are crucial aspects of reporting on social media and politics. Journalists

must



rigorously fact-check claims, debunk false information, and verify the authenticity of content
circulating on digital platforms. By partnering with fact-checking organizations, leveraging
digital verification tools, and consulting subject matter experts, journalists can ensure the

accuracy and credibility of their reporting on social media-related phenomena.

Example 2: During state assembly elections in India, journalists collaborated with fact-
checking initiatives to debunk misleading claims and rumors circulating on social media
platforms. By verifying the accuracy of viral content and providing corrective information to
the public, journalists played a vital role in countering misinformation and promoting

informed civic engagement.

Reporting on social media and politics also involves analyzing digital campaigning strategies
employed by political parties and candidates. Journalists need to examine how political actors
use targeted advertising, social media influencers, micro-targeting, and data analytics to reach
voters, mobilize support, and shape electoral outcomes. By investigating campaign
expenditures, messaging tactics, and online engagement metrics, journalists can provide

audiences with insights into the evolving landscape of digital political communication.

Example 3: The use of social media in the 2014 Indian general elections marked a paradigm
shift in political campaigning, with political parties leveraging digital platforms to engage
with voters, mobilize support, and disseminate campaign messages. Journalists analyzed the
strategies employed by parties like the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) to harness the power of social media and connect with voters across diverse

demographic segments.

In reporting on social media and politics, journalists must uphold ethical standards and
accountability to maintain the integrity and credibility of their work. This includes adhering
to principles of fairness, accuracy, impartiality, and transparency in reporting, disclosing
potential conflicts of interest, and holding political actors accountable for their actions and
statements on social media platforms. By upholding these standards, journalists play a crucial
role in fostering informed public discourse, promoting democratic values, and safeguarding

the integrity of elections and governance in India.



Suggested Readings:

e "All the President's Men" by Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein - Chronicles the
investigative reporting of Woodward and Bernstein during the Watergate scandal,
setting the standard for political journalism.

e "The Boys on the Bus" by Timothy Crouse - Provides an insider's view of political
reporters covering the 1972 U.S. presidential campaign, offering insights into the
challenges and dynamics of political reporting.

e "The Making of the President" series by Theodore H. White - Offers detailed accounts
of

U.S. presidential campaigns from 1960 to 1972, providing historical context and
analysis of political reporting during those periods.

e "Fear: Trump in the White House" by Bob Woodward - Provides a behind-the-scenes
look at the Trump administration through the lens of investigative reporting.

e "Game Change: Obama and the Clintons, McCain and Palin, and the Race of a
Lifetime" by John Heilemann and Mark Halperin - Offers a gripping narrative of the
2008 U.S. presidential election, showcasing the role of political reporting in shaping
public perception.

e "This Town: Two Parties and a Funeral—Plus, Plenty of Valet Parking!—in
America's Gilded Capital" by Mark Leibovich - Examines the culture of Washington,
D.C., and the influence of political reporting on power dynamics within the nation's
capital.

e "What It Takes: The Way to the White House" by Richard Ben Cramer - Provides a
deep dive into the personalities and campaigns of several U.S. presidential candidates,
offering insights into the inner workings of political reporting.

e "Double Down: Game Change 2012" by John Heilemann and Mark Halperin - Offers
a behind-the-scenes look at the 2012 U.S. presidential election, highlighting the role
of political reporting in shaping campaign strategies and narratives.

o "The Selling of the President 1968" by Joe McGinniss - Examines the marketing and
media strategies employed during Richard Nixon's 1968 presidential campaign,

shedding light on the intersection of politics and journalism.



e "The Final Days" by Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein - Provides an account of the
last days of the Nixon administration, showcasing the power of investigative reporting

in holding political leaders accountable.

Short Answer Questions

Question CO | PO K
Define political reporting. CO4 | POl K1
What is election reporting? CO4 | PO3 K1
Explain parliamentary reporting. CO4 PO3 K2
Define policy reporting. CO4 PO3 Kl

Explain the role of journalists in political communication. CO4 PO2 | K2
Essay Questions

Question CO PO K
Discuss the role of political journalism in democracy. CO4 | POl K3
Analyze challenges faced by political reporters. CO4 | PO3 | K4
Explain media coverage of elections in India. CO4 | PO3 | K3
Evaluate ethical issues in political reporting. CO4 | PO2 | K5

Design strategies for balanced political reporting. CO5 | PO5 | K6



Unit 5 Covering Business and Economy

Brief Overview: In-Covering Business and Economy is a self-learning course designed for
individuals seeking to understand the dynamics of business journalism and economic
reporting. This comprehensive study explores various facets of business and economic news
coverage, including market trends, corporate finance, economic indicators, and industry
analysis. Participants will delve into the complexities of financial reporting, learn to interpret
economic data, and examine the role of journalism in shaping public perception and policy

discourse within the business realm.

Learning Objectives: Throughout the course, learners will develop proficiency in researching
and analyzing business and economic topics, understanding the principles of financial
reporting, and interpreting economic indicators. They will gain insights into the ethical
considerations of business journalism, including transparency, accountability, and
impartiality. Participants will also learn how to conduct interviews with business leaders and
experts, communicate complex economic concepts effectively, and produce high-quality
business news stories for diverse audiences. By the end of the course, learners will be
equipped with the skills necessary to navigate the fast-paced world of business journalism

and contribute to informed decision-making and public understanding of economic issues.

5.1 Business and Financial Systems in India

The business and financial systems in India play a crucial role in driving economic growth,
facilitating investment, and promoting financial inclusion. India's business environment is
characterized by a diverse mix of industries, including manufacturing, services, agriculture,
and technology, supported by a robust regulatory framework and policy measures aimed at
promoting entrepreneurship and innovation. Similarly, the financial system in India
encompasses a wide range of institutions, including banks, non-banking financial companies
(NBFCs), capital markets, insurance companies, and regulatory authorities, all working

together to mobilize savings, allocate capital, and manage risks in the economy.



India's regulatory framework for businesses and financial institutions is governed by various
laws, regulations, and regulatory bodies that oversee different aspects of economic activity. For
example, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) serves as the central banking authority responsible
for monetary policy, banking regulation, and currency management. The Securities and
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) regulates capital markets and securities transactions, ensuring
transparency, integrity, and investor protection. Additionally, the Ministry of Corporate Affairs
(MCA) oversees corporate governance, company registration, and compliance with corporate
laws, such as the Companies Act, ensuring transparency and accountability in corporate

practices.

India's financial system is comprised of a diverse array of institutions that cater to the diverse
needs of businesses and individuals. For instance, commercial banks such as State Bank of
India (SBI), HDFC Bank, and ICICI Bank provide a wide range of banking services, including
deposits, loans, and financial advisory services, serving as the backbone of the financial
system. Non-banking financial companies (NBFCs) like Bajaj Finance, Tata Capital, and
Mahindra Finance offer specialized financial products and services, such as consumer loans,
vehicle financing, and microfinance, catering to underserved segments of the population.
Moreover, capital markets institutions such as Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) and National
Stock Exchange (NSE) facilitate capital raising, trading, and investment in equities, debt, and

derivatives, contributing to the development of a vibrant and dynamic financial ecosystem.

Technology and innovation are driving transformative changes in India's business and
financial systems, reshaping traditional models and creating new opportunities for growth and
development. Digital technologies such as mobile banking, digital payments, and fintech
solutions are revolutionizing financial services, improving access, efficiency, and
affordability for businesses and consumers alike. For example, initiatives like the Unified
Payments Interface (UPI) and Aadhaar-enabled payment systems have facilitated seamless
and secure digital transactions, promoting financial inclusion and reducing reliance on cash.

Similarly, e-commerce platforms



such as Flipkart, Amazon, and Paytm Mall have transformed the retail landscape, enabling
businesses to reach customers nationwide and enhancing convenience and choice for

consumers.

While India's business and financial systems offer significant opportunities for growth and
investment, they also face various challenges that must be addressed to realize their full
potential. Challenges such as regulatory complexity, bureaucratic inefficiency, and
infrastructure gaps can hinder business operations, inhibit investment, and stifle innovation.
Moreover, issues such as financial exclusion, income inequality, and cybersecurity threats
pose risks to the stability and inclusivity of the financial system. However, by addressing
these challenges through policy reforms, technological advancements, and institutional
strengthening, India can unlock the full potential of its business and financial systems,
driving sustainable economic growth, fostering entrepreneurship, and improving the well-

being of its citizens.

5.2 Covering Business Ecosystem

The business ecosystem refers to the interconnected network of organizations, stakeholders,
and factors that influence the operation and growth of businesses within a specific industry or
market. In India, the business ecosystem encompasses a diverse array of sectors, including
manufacturing, services, technology, agriculture, and finance, each characterized by its
unique dynamics, challenges, and opportunities. Understanding the complexities of the
business ecosystem is essential for journalists to provide insightful and comprehensive
coverage that informs and engages readers about the economic landscape and business

developments in India.

India's business ecosystem comprises several key industries that drive economic growth and
employment generation across the country. For example, the Information Technology (IT)
and Business Process Outsourcing (BPO) industry has emerged as a global leader, providing
software development, IT services, and back-office operations to clients worldwide.
Companies like Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), Infosys, and Wipro have played pivotal
roles in shaping India's reputation as a technology hub and driving innovation in the IT
sector. Similarly, the automotive industry, with players such as Tata Motors, Maruti Suzuki,

and Mahindra & Mahindra, contributes



significantly to India's manufacturing output and exports, driving industrial growth and

creating employment opportunities.

Paragraph 3: Role of Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs)

Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) play a vital role in India's business ecosystem,
accounting for a significant portion of economic activity, employment, and innovation. SMEs
span diverse sectors such as textiles, food processing, handicrafts, and retail, contributing to
economic diversification and regional development. For instance, textile clusters like
Tiruppur in Tamil Nadu and Surat in Gujarat are home to numerous SMEs engaged in textile
manufacturing and exports, driving economic growth and employment in these regions.
Additionally, initiatives such as the Make in India campaign and Startup India have sought to
promote entrepreneurship and support SMEs, fostering a conducive environment for business

development and innovation.

Government policies and regulations play a crucial role in shaping the business ecosystem in
India, influencing investment decisions, market dynamics, and industry competitiveness. For
example, economic reforms such as liberalization, privatization, and globalization have
opened up new opportunities for businesses, encouraging foreign investment, competition,
and technological advancement. Moreover, sector-specific policies and incentives, such as tax
breaks, subsidies, and incentives for research and development, aim to stimulate growth and
innovation in priority sectors. However, regulatory challenges such as bureaucratic red tape,
inconsistent enforcement, and policy uncertainty can hinder business operations and
investment, requiring journalists to critically analyze the impact of government policies on

the business ecosystem.

Covering the business ecosystem in India presents journalists with a myriad of challenges and
opportunities. Challenges such as accessing reliable data, understanding complex financial
instruments, and navigating corporate structures require journalists to possess specialized
knowledge and expertise in business reporting. Moreover, maintaining objectivity, integrity,
and ethical standards in business journalism is crucial to ensuring accurate and balanced
coverage that serves the public interest. However, by leveraging digital tools, building

industry expertise, and



fostering relationships with key stakeholders, journalists can uncover stories, analyze trends,
and provide valuable insights into the dynamics of the business ecosystem, empowering
readers to make informed decisions and understand the forces shaping India's economic
landscape.

5.3 Reporting on MSME and Non-formal Sector

Reporting on Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) and the non-formal sector is
essential for understanding the dynamics of India's economy, employment landscape, and
entrepreneurial ecosystem. MSMEs, comprising small businesses and startups, play a crucial
role in driving economic growth, fostering innovation, and creating employment
opportunities across diverse sectors. Additionally, the non-formal sector, which includes
informal businesses, self-employed individuals, and unorganized workers, contributes
significantly to economic activity and livelihoods, particularly in rural areas and urban slums.
Reporting on MSMEs and the non-formal sector requires journalists to delve into the
challenges, opportunities, and impact of these sectors on India's socio-economic

development.

India's MSME sector encompasses a wide range of enterprises, from small-scale
manufacturing units to technology startups and service providers. For example, textile clusters
in cities like Surat and Tiruppur are home to numerous MSMEs engaged in textile
manufacturing, dyeing, and printing, contributing to India's textile exports and employment
generation. Similarly, technology hubs such as Bengaluru, Hyderabad, and Pune host a
thriving ecosystem of MSMEs, including software development firms, IT service providers,
and biotech startups, driving innovation and entrepreneurship in the technology sector.
Additionally, traditional industries such as handicrafts, handlooms, and agro-processing are
supported by MSMEs, preserving cultural heritage, promoting rural livelihoods, and fostering

sustainable development.

MSMEs and the non-formal sector face various challenges that impact their growth,
competitiveness, and sustainability. For instance, access to finance, including credit and
working capital, is often limited for MSME:s, particularly for those operating in rural and
underserved areas. Moreover, regulatory compliance, bureaucratic red tape, and lack of
infrastructure pose obstacles to business operations and expansion for MSMEs and informal

businesses. Additionally, issues



such as skill shortages, technology adoption, and market access can hinder the productivity

and competitiveness of MSMEs, limiting their potential for growth and job creation.

The Indian government has implemented various initiatives and policies to support MSMEs
and the non-formal sector, aimed at promoting entrepreneurship, facilitating access to
finance, and enhancing competitiveness. For example, schemes such as the Prime Minister's
Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP) and the Startup India initiative provide
financial assistance, mentoring, and incubation support to aspiring entrepreneurs and startups,
fostering innovation and job creation. Moreover, the Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises
Development Act, 2006, provides a legal framework for promoting and regulating the MSME

sector, offering incentives, credit guarantees, and procurement preferences to MSMEs.

MSMEs and the non-formal sector are significant contributors to employment generation and
livelihoods in India, particularly in rural and semi-urban areas. According to government
estimates, MSMEs account for a substantial portion of non-farm employment in the country,
providing opportunities for self-employment, entrepreneurship, and skill development.
Similarly, the non-formal sector, which includes street vendors, artisans, and service
providers, supports millions of livelihoods and informal jobs, contributing to income
generation and poverty reduction. Reporting on the impact of MSMEs and the non-formal
sector on employment requires journalists to explore issues such as labor rights, social

protection, and informal economy dynamics.

Journalists play a crucial role in shedding light on the challenges, opportunities, and impact
of MSMEs and the non-formal sector on India's economy and society. By conducting
investigative reports, human-interest stories, and data-driven analysis, journalists can raise
awareness about the needs and concerns of MSMEs and informal workers, advocate for
policy reforms, and amplify the voices of marginalized entrepreneurs and workers. Moreover,
through responsible and balanced reporting, journalists can empower readers, policymakers,
and stakeholders to make informed decisions, support inclusive growth, and foster

sustainable development in India.

5.4 Business Reporting on Consumer Rights



Business reporting on consumer rights plays a vital role in promoting transparency,
accountability, and fair business practices in India. Consumer rights encompass a range of
entitlements, including the right to information, the right to safety, the right to choice, and the
right to redressal, aimed at protecting consumers from unfair trade practices, fraudulent
activities, and substandard products or services. Reporting on consumer rights enables
journalists to investigate, analyze, and expose instances of consumer exploitation, market
abuses, and regulatory failures, empowering consumers to make informed decisions and hold

businesses accountable for their actions.

In India, instances of consumer rights violations are widespread across various sectors,
ranging from food and beverages to healthcare, e-commerce, and financial services. For
example, reports of food adulteration, mislabeling, and contamination have raised concerns
about food safety and public health, prompting regulatory interventions and consumer
awareness campaigns. Similarly, cases of medical malpractice, overcharging, and negligence
in healthcare facilities have highlighted the need for stricter regulations and improved
accountability in the healthcare sector. Moreover, issues such as misleading advertisements,
deceptive pricing, and unfair contract terms in e-commerce platforms have undermined

consumer trust and confidence in online shopping experiences.

The regulatory framework for consumer protection in India is governed primarily by the
Consumer Protection Act, 2019, which aims to safeguard consumer rights and promote
consumer welfare through effective grievance redressal mechanisms and enforcement
mechanisms. The Act establishes the Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA) as a
regulatory body responsible for preventing unfair trade practices, misleading advertisements,
and ensuring compliance with consumer rights provisions. Additionally, state consumer
commissions and district consumer forums adjudicate consumer complaints and disputes,
providing accessible and affordable avenues for consumers to seek redressal for grievances

against businesses.

Business reporting plays a crucial role in exposing consumer rights violations, corporate
malpractices, and regulatory lapses, thereby holding businesses accountable and fostering a
culture of transparency and ethical conduct. By investigating consumer complaints,
conducting undercover investigations, and analyzing industry trends and market practices,

journalists can



uncover instances of fraud, deception, and exploitation, bringing them to the attention of
policymakers, regulators, and the public. Moreover, through investigative journalism and
advocacy, journalists can amplify consumer voices, advocate for policy reforms, and pressure

businesses to adopt responsible business practices that prioritize consumer welfare.

Consumer education and awareness are essential components of business reporting on
consumer rights, empowering consumers with knowledge, skills, and resources to make
informed choices and assert their rights in the marketplace. Journalists play a critical role in
disseminating information about consumer rights, legal remedies, and redressal mechanisms
through news articles, features, and infographics. Additionally, collaborative efforts between
media organizations, consumer advocacy groups, and government agencies can enhance
consumer literacy and awareness through public awareness campaigns, workshops, and
outreach programs, enabling consumers to make informed decisions and protect themselves

from exploitation.

Business reporting on consumer rights is essential for promoting transparency, accountability,
and fairness in the marketplace, empowering consumers to make informed choices and hold
businesses accountable for their actions. By exposing instances of consumer rights violations,
advocating for policy reforms, and raising public awareness, journalists play a crucial role in
safeguarding consumer welfare and promoting a culture of responsible business conduct in
India. Through collaborative efforts between media organizations, consumer advocacy
groups, and regulatory authorities, stakeholders can work together to strengthen consumer
protection measures, enhance regulatory enforcement, and ensure a level playing field for
businesses and consumers alike.

5.5 Finance Reporting

Financial reporting involves the disclosure of financial information to management and the
public (if the company is publicly traded) about how the company is performing over a
specific period of time. Financial reports are usually issued on a quarterly and annual basis.
This is also a key requirement of regulatory bodies like the Securities and Exchange Board of

India (SEBI).



Importance Financial reporting is important because it provides information about the
financial health and activities of the company to its stakeholders such as investors, creditors,
and regulators. It helps in making economic decisions, comparing performance among

different companies, and assessing risks associated with the company.

Components The main components of financial reports in India are the Balance Sheet,
Income Statement, Cash Flow Statement, and Statement of Changes in Equity. The Balance
Sheet provides information about a company’s assets, liabilities, and shareholders’ equity. The
Income Statement provides information about a company’s revenues and expenses, resulting in
net profit or loss. The Cash Flow Statement provides information about a company’s cash

inflow and outflows during a specific period.

Example 1: Reliance Industries For instance, in the annual report of Reliance Industries for
the fiscal year 2023-24, you can see these components clearly outlined. The report shows a

significant increase in their net profit, indicating a successful year for the company.

Example 2: Tata Motors In contrast, Tata Motors’ financial report for the same fiscal year
shows a decrease in net profit. However, their cash flow from operating activities has

increased, indicating that their core business operations have performed well.

Example 3: Infosys Infosys, a leading IT company in India, showed a steady increase in both
net profit and cash flow from operating activities in their financial report. This indicates a

strong financial performance and promising returns for the stakeholders.

5.5.1 Types of Business, Finance, and Economic Reportage

Business, finance, and economic reportage are crucial for understanding the dynamics
of the economy. They provide insights into the performance of various sectors, financial
markets, and overall economic health. In India, this type of reportage is carried out by various

media outlets, research firms, and government agencies.



Business Reportage Business reportage involves reporting on the activities of
individual companies and industries. It includes coverage of new product launches, mergers
and acquisitions, financial results, and other corporate news. For example, the acquisition of

Flipkart by Walmart was a significant event reported by business journalists in India.

Financial Reportage Financial reportage focuses on financial markets, including the
stock market, bond market, commodities market, and forex market. It involves analysis of
market trends, reporting on financial results of companies, changes in fiscal policies, etc. An
example of financial reportage is the coverage of the Union Budget in India, which outlines

the government’s revenue and expenditure for the year.

Economic Reportage Economic reportage involves reporting on macroeconomic
indicators such as GDP growth, inflation, unemployment, fiscal deficit, trade balance, etc. It
provides a broader view of the economy’s health. The Reserve Bank of India’s bi-monthly
policy review, which includes key decisions on interest rates and monetary policy, is a key

event covered under economic reportage.

Example 1: Demonetization A prime example of economic reportage in India was
during the demonetization phase in 2016. The sudden withdrawal of ¥500 and ¥1000 notes
had a significant impact on the economy, and the event was extensively reported and

analyzed.

Example 2: GST Implementation The implementation of the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) in 2017 was another major event. It was one of the biggest tax reforms in India,

aiming to replace multiple indirect taxes with a single tax.

Example 3: COVID-19 Pandemic The COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on the
Indian economy has been a major area of focus in recent times. The economic slowdown,
fiscal stimulus packages, changes in consumer behavior, and shifts in various industry sectors

have been extensively reported.

5.6 Business, Economic, and Financial Data Sources



Access to reliable and up-to-date data is essential for informed decision-making, analysis, and
reporting in the fields of business, economics, and finance. In India, various sources provide a
wealth of data on key economic indicators, market trends, corporate performance, and
financial markets, enabling researchers, policymakers, journalists, and investors to understand
the dynamics of the economy and make informed decisions. Understanding the different types
of data sources and their reliability is crucial for accessing accurate and relevant information

for analysis and reporting purposes.

Government sources are primary providers of official economic and financial data in India,
offering a wide range of statistical publications, reports, and databases. For example, the
Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) publishes the National
Accounts Statistics, which provides comprehensive data on national income, GDP growth,
sectoral contributions, and expenditure patterns. Similarly, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
releases various publications and reports, including the Annual Report, Financial Stability
Report, and monetary policy statements, which offer insights into monetary policy decisions,
banking sector performance, and macroeconomic indicators. Additionally, the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) publishes market-related data, including stock market
indices, trading volumes, and investor demographics, through its website and periodic

reports.

International organizations such as the World Bank, International Monetary Fund (IMF), and
World Trade Organization (WTO) are valuable sources of global economic and financial data
with relevance to India. For instance, the World Bank's World Development Indicators (WDI)
database offers comprehensive data on various socio-economic indicators, including poverty,
education, health, and infrastructure, allowing researchers and policymakers to compare
India's performance with global benchmarks. Similarly, the IMF's World Economic Outlook
(WEO) provides forecasts and analysis of global economic trends, including projections for
India's GDP growth, inflation, and external balances. Additionally, the WTO's Trade
Statistics database offers detailed information on India's trade flows, export-import trends,
and trade policy developments, facilitating analysis of India's integration into the global

economy.



Private sector sources, including research firms, financial institutions, and industry
associations, also contribute valuable data and insights on business and economic trends in
India. For example, research firms such as Nielsen, Kantar, and CRISIL provide market
research reports, consumer surveys, and industry analyses across various sectors, offering
valuable insights into consumer behavior, market dynamics, and competitive landscapes.
Financial institutions such as banks, investment firms, and credit rating agencies also produce
research reports, economic forecasts, and sectoral analyses, catering to the needs of investors,
analysts, and corporate clients. Moreover, industry associations such as the Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII), Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI),
and Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry of India (ASSOCHAM) compile
industry-specific data, policy recommendations, and advocacy efforts, representing the

interests of businesses and promoting economic growth.

Despite the availability of diverse data sources, challenges in data collection, quality
assurance, and analysis persist in India. Issues such as data lags, inconsistencies, and
methodological limitations can affect the accuracy and reliability of economic and financial
data, posing challenges for researchers, analysts, and policymakers. Moreover, data gaps,
particularly in sectors such as informal economy, services, and small-scale industries, hinder
comprehensive analysis and decision-making. Additionally, concerns related to data privacy,
confidentiality, and security require careful consideration, especially in the context of digital

transactions and online platforms.

5.7 Finance Reporting on Stock Markets, Investors, Banking Systems, RBI

Finance reporting encompasses the analysis and dissemination of information related to stock
markets, investors, banking systems, and regulatory bodies such as the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI). In India, finance reporting plays a crucial role in informing investors, policymakers,
and the public about developments in financial markets, regulatory changes, and trends in
banking and investment sectors. Understanding the complexities of finance reporting and the
key players involved is essential for journalists to provide accurate, insightful, and timely

coverage of financial news and events.



Stock market reporting involves tracking and analyzing movements in equity markets, stock
prices, trading volumes, and market indices such as the BSE Sensex and NSE Nifty.
Journalists cover a wide range of topics, including market trends, company earnings, initial
public offerings (IPOs), mergers and acquisitions, and regulatory developments. For example,
reporting on the impact of global economic events, such as the COVID-19 pandemic or
changes in interest rates by the RBI, on Indian stock markets helps investors and stakeholders

understand market dynamics and make informed investment decisions.

Finance reporting also involves profiling and analyzing the behavior, preferences, and
strategies of investors, including individual investors, institutional investors, mutual funds,
and foreign investors. Journalists track investor sentiment, investment patterns, portfolio
allocations, and market movements to provide insights into investor behavior and market
dynamics. For instance, reporting on the surge in retail investor participation in the stock
market, driven by factors such as increased access to online trading platforms and liquidity

injections, sheds light on emerging trends and risks in the investment landscape.

Banking system reporting entails covering developments in the banking sector, including
bank lending, deposit rates, non-performing assets (NPAs), digital banking initiatives, and
regulatory reforms. Journalists analyze bank earnings, balance sheets, and performance
metrics to assess the health and stability of banks and the broader financial system. For
example, reporting on the RBI's measures to address liquidity concerns and support economic
recovery during the COVID-19 pandemic, such as loan moratoriums and liquidity injections,

informs stakeholders about policy responses and their implications for banks and borrowers.

Reporting on the RBI involves monitoring central bank policies, monetary interventions,
regulatory changes, and macroeconomic developments. Journalists cover RBI
announcements, policy meetings, monetary policy reviews, and speeches by RBI officials to
provide insights into the central bank's objectives, strategies, and assessments of the
economy. For instance, reporting on the RBI's interest rate decisions, inflation forecasts, and
growth projections helps investors, businesses, and policymakers anticipate policy actions

and adjust their strategies accordingly.



5.8 Economic Issues in India

Economic issues in India encompass a wide range of challenges, opportunities, and policy
debates that shape the country's economic trajectory and impact the lives of its citizens. From
poverty alleviation and job creation to inflation management and sustainable development,
understanding and addressing economic issues are essential for fostering inclusive growth,
reducing inequality, and improving living standards. This self-learning material explores
some of the key economic issues facing India, providing insights into their causes,

consequences, and policy implications.

Example 1 - Unemployment

Unemployment is a persistent economic issue in India, affecting millions of individuals,
particularly youth and women. High levels of unemployment, coupled with underemployment
and informal employment, pose challenges to inclusive growth and social stability. Factors
contributing to unemployment include inadequate skills training, labor market mismatches,
sluggish job creation in formal sectors, and structural constraints in the economy. Addressing
unemployment requires coordinated efforts from government, industry, and civil society to
promote skill development, entrepreneurship, and job-intensive sectors such as manufacturing

and services.

Example 2 - Income Inequality

Income inequality is another significant economic issue in India, with vast disparities in
income and wealth distribution among different segments of the population. Persistent
income inequality hampers social cohesion, undermines inclusive growth, and perpetuates
poverty traps. Factors contributing to income inequality include unequal access to education,
healthcare, and economic opportunities, as well as disparities in land ownership, asset
distribution, and social privileges. Addressing income inequality requires targeted policies
and interventions aimed at promoting equitable access to education, healthcare, and financial

services, as well as redistributive measures such as progressive taxation and social safety nets.



Agricultural distress remains a pressing economic issue in India, despite efforts to modernize
and diversify the agricultural sector. Farmers face numerous challenges, including fluctuating
crop prices, water scarcity, land degradation, and indebtedness, leading to farmer suicides and
rural distress. Structural reforms such as land reforms, water management, and market
liberalization are needed to address systemic issues in the agricultural sector and enhance
farmers' livelihoods. Additionally, investment in rural infrastructure, technology adoption,
and value chain integration can improve agricultural productivity, market access, and income

generation for farmers.

The Indian government has implemented various policies and programs to address economic
issues, such as employment generation schemes, poverty alleviation programs, and social
welfare initiatives. However, policy implementation faces challenges such as bureaucratic
inefficiency, corruption, and political constraints, hindering the effectiveness and reach of
interventions. Moreover, policy trade-offs and conflicting objectives, such as between
economic growth and environmental sustainability, require careful consideration and
balancing to achieve inclusive and sustainable development outcomes.

5.8.1 Economic Indicators

Economic indicators are statistical data that provide insights into the economic health
of a country. They allow analysis of economic performance and predictions of future
performance. In India, these indicators are published by various government agencies and

research institutions.

Types of Economic Indicators Economic indicators can be broadly classified into
three categories: leading, lagging, and coincident indicators. Leading indicators predict future
events, lagging indicators confirm long-term trends, and coincident indicators change at the

same time as the economy or stock market.

Key Economic Indicators Some of the key economic indicators include Gross
Domestic Product (GDP), inflation rate, unemployment rate, industrial production, retail
sales, and trade balance. These indicators provide a comprehensive view of the economic

activities in the country.



Example 1: GDP GDP is the total value of all goods and services produced over a
specific time period within a country’s borders. It is a primary indicator used to gauge the
health of a country’s economy. For instance, India’s GDP growth rate for the fiscal year

2023-24 provides insights into the economic growth of the country during that period.

Example 2: Inflation Rate The inflation rate is the percentage increase in the price
level of goods and services in an economy over a period of time. The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) uses the Consumer Price Index (CPI) to measure inflation. For example, if the CPI for

2023-24 is higher than the previous year, it indicates an increase in inflation.

Example 3: Unemployment Rate The unemployment rate is the percentage of the total
labor force that is jobless and actively seeking employment. The Periodic Labour Force
Survey (PLFS) by the National Statistical Office (NSO) provides data on unemployment in
India. For instance, the unemployment rate for the year 2023-24 indicates the level of

unemployment in the country during that period.

5.9 Covering Labour and Workers Unions

Labour issues and workers unions play a crucial role in shaping labour relations, advocating
for workers' rights, and influencing labour policies in India. Reporting on labour issues
involves covering a wide range of topics, including wages, working conditions, employment
laws, collective bargaining, and industrial disputes. Understanding the dynamics of labour
relations and the role of workers unions is essential for journalists to provide accurate,

balanced, and insightful coverage of labour-related news and events.

One prominent example of labour-related news in India is protests and strikes organized by
workers unions demanding higher minimum wages. Workers across various sectors,
including manufacturing, construction, and services, often mobilize and demonstrate to
demand better wages and improved working conditions. Reporting on minimum wage

protests involves covering the



grievances of workers, the response of employers and government authorities, and the

potential impacts on productivity, employment, and economic growth.

Industrial disputes, including conflicts between employers and workers over wages, benefits,
and working conditions, are another common feature of labour reporting in India. Strikes,
lockouts, and negotiations between labour unions and management can disrupt production,
affect business operations, and impact the livelihoods of workers. Reporting on industrial
disputes requires journalists to investigate the underlying causes, assess the implications for
stakeholders, and provide context on relevant labour laws and regulations governing dispute

resolution.

Labour law reforms are a significant area of interest for journalists covering labour issues in
India. The government's efforts to amend labour laws, streamline regulations, and promote
ease of doing business can have far-reaching implications for workers' rights, job security,
and industrial relations. Reporting on labour law reforms involves analyzing proposed
legislative changes, consulting stakeholders, and assessing the potential impacts on workers,

employers, and the broader economy.

Workers unions play a critical role in advocating for workers' rights, representing their
interests in negotiations with employers and government authorities, and mobilizing
collective action to address labour grievances. Unions engage in activities such as collective
bargaining, strikes, and protests to pressure employers and policymakers to address issues
such as wage disparities, unsafe working conditions, and job insecurity. Reporting on workers
unions requires journalists to understand their objectives, strategies, and challenges, as well

as their impact on labour relations and policy outcomes.

5.10 Covering Consumers

Covering consumers involves reporting on issues related to consumer rights, protection, and

advocacy in India. Consumers play a vital role in the economy, driving demand for goods

and



services and shaping market dynamics through their purchasing decisions. Reporting on
consumer-related issues requires journalists to investigate and highlight concerns such as
product safety, misleading advertisements, unfair trade practices, and the accessibility and

affordability of essential goods and services.

One common area of consumer reporting in India is product safety concerns, including
incidents of defective products, food adulteration, and substandard goods posing risks to
consumers' health and safety. Journalists investigate and report on cases of product recalls,
regulatory actions, and consumer complaints, raising awareness about potential hazards and
holding manufacturers and regulatory authorities accountable for ensuring product quality

and safety standards.

Misleading advertisements are another significant issue for consumers in India, with
companies often making false or exaggerated claims about their products or services to attract
customers. Reporting on misleading advertisements involves identifying instances of
deceptive marketing practices, analyzing their impact on consumer choices and perceptions,
and investigating regulatory responses and enforcement actions taken against violators.
Through investigative reporting and consumer awareness campaigns, journalists play a crucial
role in exposing deceptive marketing tactics and empowering consumers to make informed

purchasing decisions.

Journalists also cover developments in consumer protection laws, policies, and regulatory
mechanisms aimed at safeguarding consumer rights and interests in India. Reporting on
consumer protection legislation, such as the Consumer Protection Act, 2019, involves
analyzing key provisions, assessing their effectiveness in addressing consumer grievances,
and evaluating enforcement mechanisms and institutional capacities. Additionally, journalists
monitor government initiatives, consumer forums, and advocacy efforts by consumer
organizations to promote consumer education, awareness, and redressal of consumer

complaints.



Consumer advocacy groups and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) play a vital role in
advocating for consumer rights, providing legal aid and support to consumers, and raising
awareness about consumer-related issues. Journalists collaborate with consumer advocacy
groups to amplify their voices, report on their initiatives and campaigns, and provide
platforms for consumers to share their experiences and concerns. By highlighting the work of
consumer advocates and promoting public dialogue on consumer rights, journalists contribute
to building a stronger consumer movement and holding businesses and policymakers

accountable for addressing consumer grievances.

5.10.1 Consumer Price Index and Cost of Living Indices

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) is a measure that examines the weighted average of
prices of a basket of consumer goods and services. It is one of the most frequently used
statistics for identifying periods of inflation or deflation. Similarly, Cost of Living Indices are a

theoretical price index that measures relative cost of living over time or regions.

Consumer Price Index In India, the CPI is calculated by the Central Statistics Office
(CSO). The CPI measures changes over time in the general level of prices of goods and
services that households acquire for consumption. With the base year as 2012, the CPI in
India is a measure of the average change over time in the prices paid by urban and rural

consumers for a market basket of consumer goods and services.

Cost of Living Indices Cost of Living Indices measure the price of goods and services
in different regions. They allow for direct comparisons of what it costs to maintain a certain
standard of living in different geographic areas. The cost of living is often used to compare

how expensive it is to live in one city versus another.

Example 1: CPI and Food Inflation For instance, if the CPI for food articles in India
has been increasing, it indicates that food inflation is on the rise. This means the cost of food
items in the market basket has been increasing, affecting the purchasing power of the

consumers.



Example 2: CPI and Fuel Inflation Similarly, a rise in the CPI for fuel would indicate
that fuel prices are increasing. This not only affects the cost of transportation but can also

have a cascading effect on the prices of other goods and services.

Example 3: Cost of Living in Different Cities On the other hand, the cost of living
index can show that the cost of living in Mumbai is higher than that in Delhi. This means that
for the same standard of living, you would need more money if you were living in Mumbai

compared to Delhi.

Suggested Readings:

e "The Wealth of Nations" by Adam Smith - A seminal work on economics that lays out
the principles of free-market capitalism and division of labor.

e "Capital in the Twenty-First Century" by Thomas Piketty - Analyzes the dynamics of
wealth and income inequality, offering insights into the long-term trends shaping
modern economies.

e "The Big Short: Inside the Doomsday Machine" by Michael Lewis - Provides an
engaging narrative of the 2008 financial crisis, exploring the complexities of the
housing market and financial instruments that led to the collapse.

e '"Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything" by
Steven

D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner - Uses economic principles to examine a wide range
of societal phenomena, offering fresh perspectives on business and human behavior.

e '"Thinking, Fast and Slow" by Daniel Kahneman - Explores the cognitive biases that
influence decision-making, with implications for business strategies and economic
outcomes.

e "The Ascent of Money: A Financial History of the World" by Niall Ferguson - Traces
the evolution of money and finance throughout history, offering insights into the
interconnectedness of economics and society.

e '"Flash Boys: A Wall Street Revolt" by Michael Lewis - Investigates high-frequency
trading and its impact on financial markets, highlighting the role of technology in

shaping modern finance.



o "The Great Transformation: The Political and Economic Origins of Our Time" by

Karl Polanyi - Examines the origins of modern capitalism and its social and economic

implications, offering a critique of market fundamentalism.

e "The Lean Startup: How Today's Entrepreneurs Use Continuous Innovation to Create
Radically Successful Businesses" by Eric Ries - Offers practical advice for startups

and established businesses on implementing agile and lean principles to drive

innovation and growth.

e '"Nudge: Improving Decisions About Health, Wealth, and Happiness" by Richard H.
Thaler and Cass R. Sunstein - Explores the concept of nudges—small interventions

that influence decision-making without restricting choice—and their applications in

business, economics, and public policy.

Short Answer Questions

Question CO PO K
Define business journalism. CO5 POl K1
What is economic reporting? CO5 POl K1
Explain financial news reporting. CO5 PO3 K2
Define development journalism. CO5 PO3 K1
Explain reporting on government economic policies. | CO5  PO3 | K2
Essay Questions
Question CO PO K
Discuss the role of business journalism in economic development.  CO5 | PO1 | K3
Analyze the importance of financial reporting in media. COS5 | PO3 K4
Explain the challenges in reporting economic policies. CO5 | PO3 K3
Evaluate the impact of business news on public opinion. CO5  PO5 K5
Develop strategies for effective economic reporting. CO5 | PO4 K6



